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oitttenimienae _ ies seine asia 
TO THE PUBLIC. 


Gentlemen who are disposed to patronise this work, 





! e ° . 
| their sentiments of the danger of ill concerted schemes 
| in so nice and important a case as the regulation or insti- 


R , ‘ . ; rngt £20. 
can be furnished with the two preceding volumes, either | tution of a provincial currency is”; the next day was 


in numbers or bound, adding the price of binding. Those 
who have nothad an opportunity of examining the work, 
so as to enable them to decide upon subscribing, will be 
furnished with a volume fora few days, for the purpose, 
upon application to the editor, personally or by note, 
addressed to him through the post office. 


DIFFICULTIES OF TRADE & CURRENCY. 

In the year 1722, it appears from the votes of assem- 
bly, the province experienced great embarrassments 
from the decay of trade and depreciation of currency. 
On the 2d of January 1722-3, a petition was presented 
from sundry inhabitants of the city and county of Phi- 
ladelphia, setting forth, ‘“That they are sensibly aggriev- 
ed in their estates and dealings to the great loss and 


assigned for hearing them, and accordingly, Isaac 
Norris and James Logan, two of the petitioners, deliver- 


| ed their sentiments in writing, as follows: 


**To the Honourable House of Representatives of the pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania. 

“Being admitted, upon our address to the house, pre- 
sented yesterday, to exhibitany further sentiments, in re- 
lation to a paper credit, now vigorously pressed to be es- 
tablished by law; we accordingly offer the following 
heads, which may be supported by solid arguments, 
when the House thinks fit to require them. 

First, That as this province derives all its powers from, 
and is wholly dependent on the kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain, it will be the highest wisdom in our Legislature, 
upon all exigencies, to direct themselves by the same 


| prudent and just measures, which the parliaments of 


| that kingdom have always pursued, in the like cases; in 


. . . | , 0 ino Las an an ° 
growing ruin of themsclyes and the evident decay of | whom nothing has been more conspicuous than a most 


this province in general, for want of a medium to buy 
and sell with, and praying for a paper currency;”’ and on 
the same day a petition from a portion of the inhabitants 
of Chester county was also presented, praying “that the 
current money be raised, and not to make a paper cur- 


rency—tiat the produce of the province be made a cur- | 


rency, and the exportation of money prohibited.” —A- 
nother portion from the same county, as well as of Bucks, 
united in favor of a paper currency. On the petition 
from Philadelphia, the committee of grievances report- 
ed “that it contains matters of fact and what they believe 
to be true and worthy of weighty consideration,and refer 


it to the house.”? On the petition from Chester, they ‘‘re- 


fer to the house, whether the raising the cash or striking | 


paper money will be most to the advantage of this pro- 
vince? but humbly presume if dollars were raised to 
jive shillings a piece, it might be of benefit;” they think 


specie;” but are of opinion, if a law was made tomake | 
. 


the country produce, at market price, pay for servants, 
gouds imported, and to discharge judgments and execu- 
tions, it would be of public service.” On the 8th of Ja- 
nuary, 1722-3, the subject was discussed at length and 


the question “whether it was necessary thata quantity of 


paper money, founded ona good scheme, be struck or 
{t was also de- 
termined that ‘Lion or Dog dollars weighing sixteen pen- 


imprinted” decided in the affirmative. 


nyweights or upwards, shall pass for five shillings.’ This | 


appears to. be the first scheme for the introduction of a 
On the 9th of the 
same month, a petition was read from several gentlemen 


paper currency into the province. 


and merchants, “entreating an opportunity of offering 


Vou. WI, 


| strict care, that no subject should lose by the coin, or 
| public credit, of the kingdom. 

Secondly, That as, when the nation was most griev- 
ously distressed, in the time of a dangerous and expen- 
sive war, by a general debasing of their current coin, 

| the parliament would hearker to no proposal (though 


' 


| many were made) for relieving the state, by raising the 


| new minted money toa higher value; but, under the 
vastest difficulties, renewed it, at the same weight and 
fineness, to pass at the former rates; which they have 
unalterably kept to. And further, by the sum of twelve 
hundred thousand pounds, made good to private persons 
all the loss of exchanging their clipped and debased 
coin, for the new milled money, which was delivered out 
ata par tothem: so-the like justice and prudence re- 
| quires, that no further alteration, than what the parlia» 
| ment has made here, should, on any terms, be admitted, 


| in the value of our gold and silver, but that it still con. 
| tinue, as 1t now passes. 


| Thirdly, That, as the parliament, as often as the 
| found it necessary to issue bills of credit, called exche- 


: .| quer bills, or note: : 
it would be impracticable to prevent the exportation of | quer bills, or notes, took the utmost care to keep them 


| ¢qualin value with silver, by giving the Bank of Eng- 
| land, when they fell into any discount, vast sums of mo- 
ney, to receive those bills, as their own, and to exchange 
| them with ready cash, on the demand of the bearer: so 
| it appears absolutely necessary, that if bills of credit be 
| raised here, due care should be taken (since we can 
| have no such banks in this province, as are in Europe, 
whose rules are to pay down ready money for their bills, 
| upon demand) to establish them on so just a founda- 
| tion, that, while in being, they may still continue of the 
| same value with real money, according to the rates, at 
which they are at first issued. 


1 
| ourthly, That, if those bills be issued on any easier 
terms to the receiver, than gold, or silver would be, if 
| it were to be paid; or lent, out of the treasury, by how 
| much easier these terms are, by so much, at least, will 
the bills fallin value; for credit has its own laws, as un- 
jalterable in themselves, as those of motion or gravity 
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are, in nature, and which ae as are saneaid in com af- et = teat Secondly, That it be not continued for any a 
fairs in Europe, as carefully consider. = for the paper will wear out, and it will not be 80 


Fifthly, That the schenies most commonly talked of, | easy to exchange it fornew, as some have imagined; 
for lending out sums, to be discharged by annual pay- | Which, it is much to be doubted, will be found impracti- 
ments, equal to, or not much exceeding the interest, for | cable: besides, the sooner it is to expir e, the more easily 
a certain number of years, without paying any principal, | will people be satisfied to take it. But farther, our 
are partial and unjust, and would be destructive to pub- | laws can continue in force no longer than five years, 
lic credit; because the consideration given is not an| W ithout the royal approbation. 
equivalent to the sum received. Thirdly, That care be taken to force the sinking of 

For instance, should one hundred pounds be Ient out, 
to i ay by the payment only of eight pounds 
ann ixteen years; were such an annuity to be 
brought, according to the known rules for purchasing es- 
tates, it would here be worth no more than £70, 16s. og 
3d.in ready money, nor is an annuity for nine pounds 


¢ ten shillings per annum, for twelve years, worth more | several motions were then made and negatived as to 
than seventy one pounds twelve shillings. In either of 


: in course, and in a just manner, by measures, that 
— =t 7 > 19 © , ao 
these cases, the borrower, could he discharge debts : amount to be struck, and £12,000 finally agreed 


shall render it absolutely necessary for the public to have 
it sunk; which, it is conceived, none of the methods 
hitherto discoursed of, will effect. These heads, may 
it please the House, are what we have, at present, hum- 
bly to offer to your consideration, on this subject.” 


that value with it, though he were to pay the annuity in| upon. “On the 11th of January it was decided to 


gold and silver, would gain near thirty pounds by the | abate the interest of money, from 8 to 6 per cent. per 
Joan, but no other person would feel the least advantage annum, upon all future bonds and contracts. It was 


uld let out his own ’ . . 
wrens womne wales retest bis woney i... | then considered in what way the £12,000 pounds should 


these terms, none ought to desire it so of the public; : ; 
the credit of which is of vastly greater importance, than | be issued. A proposal to lend it, out of an office to be 
erected, at 6 per cent. interest, was negatived, and S 


any private persons; because a failure in that, affects 
the fortune of every individual, in his money, the me- per cent. interest agreed to; and the money thus raised 
was to pass for 5 years, it being “at the choice of the 


dium of his commerce and dealing. 

Sixthly, That all such projects are either exceeding er aa 
weak or unjust; for the paper money is to be lent either borrower to pay off the principal sooner, or any part, not 
to all, who shall desire it, onatender of the security | less than one-fourth, at one payment.” The security 
proposed, or to some only; if toall (as it is natural for | to be given to be ‘*three times the value in lands and 


all men to desire what they may gain by) it will be im- | tots, and four times the value in houses.” On the 12th 
practicable to strike enough to answer all demands; or, 


if it were struck, it would, because of its quantity, be- the Governor, Sir William Keith, delivered his a 
come of little or no value; if toa few only, what tribu- | ments in writing on the subject of a paper currency, 
nal can be erected, to judge and distinguish who of the 
King’s subjects, are to be admitted to the favour, and 
who tobe rejected’ If the poor only are to be the ob- o 
jects, they have not security to give, or if they had, per- Of the Assembly, a ite neil 

haps they have as little-merit as any: commonly people |! have, at your request, very carefully considered the 
become wealthy by sobriety and industry, the most use- | resolutions of the House, upon your Journals, relating te 
ful qualifications in a commonwealth, and poor by luxu- | public credit; and also, some things which I there find 
ry, idleness and folly. What rules on can be found, have been offered to you upon the same subject. 

for dispensing the public favours? Credit may, no doubt, be compared to the mathema- 


ticks, in so far. as both science s will admit of deducing 

Seventhly, That by — page the more the cur- solid conclusions from self evident and clear principles = 

falls, or at: a em Md, ue (by which word | And yet, by the subtilty ofan artist, truth or falshood in 

ae. eae ley 50 sare F nglish goods, | either of them is often so darkly wrapped up and in- 

a all other saa ees ‘s fallin — which is | volved, that it is lost unto, or misapprehended by the 

ecertain proof of the other’s falling) the greater is plainest, and generally~ speaking, much the bonestest 
the borrower’s advantage; for the more easily will he part of mankind. : 

sen dios, wih nes & Bappen, 7 virtue : | But the common necessity and general interest of the 

: 9 Wi ve value of twenty pounds, | whole body of the people, being a subject of importance 

a debt of one hundred, due to the man, who, perhaps, | aa a #2 P 4 





| follows: 


‘* Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen 





| on which we ought to speak plainly, and act freely, I 

eee eee oe cel to a ~ = oe °F! shall, without any preamble or disguise whatsoever, 

onestly sold him his land, or goods, at their real value, | communicate my thoughts to you in the simplest and 
at the time of lending, or sale. . . : 


most intelligible manner that I can. 

Eighthly, That all those deceive themselves, a First, if it be true, that the riches and prosperity of 
because gold and silver may be had at New York, or | this Province chiefly depend on the manufacture of 
other places, in exchange for their paper moncy, sup- | provisions, and the exc hanging of that manufacture with 
pose that the one, therefore, is as geod as the other, un- 


| other things to advantage, it will also be true, that what- 
less the silver can be had at eight shillings per ounce, or | soever increases the one, and at the same time encou- 


the gold at six shillings per penny weight, at New York, | rages the other, will justly deserve the name ofa publick 
as they were rated at the first striking of their bills; but goou; and the majority of those employed in such manu- 
when their silver brings from nine to. fen shillings per | facture and exchange, have thereby a right to be consi- 
ounce, and their light pistoles pass at twenty-cight shill- | dered as the body of the people whom you represent. 

ings, or higher, then bills are truly so much fallen in | Secondly, It is evident, that where there is no public 
value, as the others are advanced. So, in Carolina, | debt, and a real value in lands to be pledged, paper 
silver is to be purchased for their bills, but it is at ¢hirty | may, if there is occasion for it, be struck to advantage, 
shillings per ounce, though they were’ struck, as is m5 | without any risque at all; for though perhaps it may 

| 





at seven shillings only! : contribute to hurt some weak people in the manage- 
These being premised as general heads, what next | ment of their private affairs, yet, while any unfrugal 
follows, is te point out what are conceived to be the o nly | person is lost to the community; and is succeeded by 
means of supporting the credit of such a currency, if | one more industrious than he, the public eannot suffer 
jssued. ' by such a chang 
First, That the whole sum struck be but small, and Thirdly, Vf in “the case of a paper currency amongst us, 
just sufficient to pass from hand to hand, for a currency ‘it should happen to follow (as it may be supposed i 
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will) that silver and gold will be kept up for remit- | 
tances to Great Britain, we shall then have no other 
means of dealing with one another but the paper: | 
Should the quantity, therefore, be less than is necessary | 
to circulate our home trade in its natural course, usurers | 
and sharpers would have the same opportunity as they | 
have now, to lie at catch for bargains, and make a mo- | 
nopoly of trade, by ingrossing the current money into | 
their hands. 
Fourthly, The very essence and nature of credit, as! 
well as the practice and experience of the greatest | 
banks in Europe, directs all such bills to be issued at | 
something less than common interest, for that is, in ef- | 
fect, a premium given by the publick to encourage their | 
circulation: And whoever is pleased to say, that the 
Bank of Amsterdam loses credit by lending money at | 
two per cent. or the Bank of England by lending money | 
at four per cent. shall scarce prevail with me to think the | 
assertion worthy of any answer. 
Fifthly, 1am not of opinion with those gentlemen, | 
who are pleased to alledge, that the value of silver at | 
New York, which, inthe month of September last, was 
from eight shillings and three pence to eight shillings | 
and nine pence, is occasioned by their paper; for in this | 
j 


i 
} 


Province, where there never has been any paper yet, 
from five to ten per cent. has for several years been gi- 
ven in exchange for silver. And as to their computation | 
of gold, the gentlemen, perhaps, have not had occasion | 
of late to be informed, that the heaviest Pistoles in 
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weight; for, besides that it would not be very civil to 
suppose, that the legislative power here would deliber- 
ately go upon any act of that importance, or indeed of 
any kind, which we had the least cause to suspect 
would be disagreeable to his Majesty, or the sentiments 
of his ministry, we know very well, it is in his Majesty’s 
royal power and prerogative to repeal and make void, 
at any time, all acts of Assembly to be made or passed 
in America. And for my part, if I did not in my con- 
science believe that the act now proposed, could be 
made on such a rational, just and equal foot, as would 
rather claim his Majesty’s gracious favour in assenting to 
it, than render it obnoxious to his imperial justice, I 
should neither have given myself nor you this trouble. 
Gentlemen, these are most frankly and sincerely my 
present sentiments of the matter before you, and as I do 
not find myself inclined to dispute, and much less to 
shew any stiffness or obstinacy, in an affair of sucha 
general concern, I shall very much rely on your diligent 
circumspection and care for the good of your country, 
being still ready and willing to give you all the assist- 
ance in my power. WILLIAM KEITH. 
January 22, 1722-23.” 


The proceedings of the Assembly do not appear to 


have given satisfaction, for petitions ‘were on the 22d 
November presented, praying that the paper currency 


| ‘may be made to answer former contracts, and be con- 


| 
° *y1" | 1 2. . r 9 * . 
York, go at no more than twenty-eight shillings, and | “mued longer than ten years;” “that the sum be in- 
smaller, or cut gold, at the common standard value in | creased;”’ and ‘that the;manner of its sinking be formed 
that Province, where it is believed the people could not { on a scheme of sinking principal and interest together,” 


possibly carry on half the quantity of their present trade 


and business without the help of paper. 

Sixthly, { must also take leave to differ in opinion | 
with those, who, without enquiry, and by wholesale, | 
are pleased to condemn all schemes of lending money | 
to be discharged by annual payments; for I truly think | 


that method will not only suit the different circamstan- | 


ces and conveniency of the people best, but in all re- 
specte will prove the safest and most profitable, as well 
as equal; and my reasons for it are these. 


1st. Whatever quantity be issued, if one fifth, sixth, | 


or tenth part of the sum, according to the time for 
which it is to last, must necessarily come into the office 
every year, it may be lent out again at five per cent. for 
any time within the term, to such persons as had no 
place or opportunity to come into the first loan: By 


which means all the frightful odd things, mentioned in | 


the Gentlemens sixth observation, will presently vanish; 
for every man, in this case, according to his ability, may, 


. if he thinks fit, share in that advantage, which the pub- 


Jick mest generously and prudently offers to the necessi- 
ties of the people. 

2dly. If so great a share of the whole comes in yearly 
to the office, in order to be let out again, it will, ina 
great measure prevent engrossing, and help the circu- 
jation considerably: It will also give more frequent op- 


portunity of discovering frauds, and gradually increase | 


the public stock and revenue of the bank; and by that 
means it wil] demonstrably sink the original sum within 
the time prefixed; that is to say, the paper at the end of 
that term, will cither be found in the office, or its value 
in cash, ready to pay what shall then happen by acci- 
dent to be yet abroad. 

Seventhly, If too great a security is demanded for the 
loan of publick money, I think it willin a great measure 
frustrate the design of relieving. many of the middling 
and most industrious sort of the people, whereof, it is 
my opinion, that one half of the value of lands, one 
third of houses, and personal estates, and near the whole 
value of ground rents, may very safely be lent to those 
who are willing and able to give such security. 


Eighthly, \f upon further consideration, you find that 
the sum intended may be issued to better advantage for 


} 


*fand the security to be given be lessened.” “It was then 
determined, after a long debate to increase the amount 
to £15,000; to extend the time to 8 years; to be paid in 
annual payments, the security to be double the value in 
lands, lots, ground rents, and free hold estates, in fee 
' simple; and in houses freehold in fee simple, three times 
“It was agreed to ap- 
| point 4 commissioners and trustees to execute the office 


| the value of the sum borrowed. 


| of managing and disposing of the papcr currency, and 
that the office to be erected for the issuing of it be set- 
| tled in Philadelphia; but on occasion, to be also held in 
| Bucksand Chester county.” It was ordered also, that 
a committee ‘‘consult the Attorney General, and other 
| persons skilled in the law, as they think fit, in relation 
‘to drawing the bill fora paper currency.” Good plate 
| was agreed to be received as security for paper at five 
| shillings per ounce. Onthe 26thof January, two of 
| the petitioners of the 22nd, presented the following an, 


| swer to the sentiments of Logan and Norris. 


| *To the Honourable House of Representatives of the 
| Province of Pennsylvania, in Assembly met, the 
| twenty-fourth day of January, 1722-23. 

| May it please this ITonourable House, 


We beg leave to lay before you some consideratior» 
in answer to the sentiments of several gentlemen #d 
merchants, in relation to a paper credit, which Aey 
weré admitted to present the tenth instant. 
| First, It is but just to concede to their notion, ‘That 
| this Paovince is dependent on, and derives all its powers 
| from, Great Britain, and that it is the highest wisdom in 
_ our legislature, to direct themselves by the same pru- 
dent measures, as far as our circumstances with theirs 
may agrec. 
| Secondly, It is by themalleged, That when the nation 
was distressed by war, and their coin generally debased, 
yet the parliament would not advance their currexcy on 
any account; and that they renewed it at the same fine- 


a longer time, I think the objection that our acts can | ness, to pass at the formerrates, and they hay¢ upaltera- 


only subsist five years without being approved, is of ne 





»| bly keptto the same. And further, that puoke hundred 
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thousand pounds made good to private persons all their | 
loss received from exchanging their clipped and debased 
coin for the new milled money delivered ata par. To 
which we say, that we know (by what authority soever 
it was or is done) that since, if not then, the coin hath 
been (particularly the gold) often raised and lowered; 
and that the twelve hundred thousand pounds did 
make good all the loss in the kingdom for the debased 
coin, is an assertion we doubt not but there are many in 
Great Britain, (and some here) can inform those gentle- 
men otherwise. 

Thirdly, In concurrence with the sentiments of these 
gentlemen, in their third paragraph, we humbly recom- 
mend it to our legislators, that our bills be established on 
$0 just a foundation, that while in being, they may still 
continue of the same value with real money, according 
to the rates at which they are first issued. 

Fourthly, lf those bills cannot be procured, where 
they are to be issued, fora less pledge or security than 
gold or silver would be, the easy terms of refunding 
them will nut lessen their value; for the stamp of au- 
thority has its own laws, as unalterable in themselves as 
those of interest or increase are in usury, and which, 
such as are versed in those affairs, as carefully consider. 

Fifthly, The schemes most commonly talked of for 
lending out sums, to be discharged by annual payments 
equal to, or not much exceeding the, interest, for a cer- 
tain number of years, without paying any principal, are 
not partial and unjust, nor destructive to publick credit; 
for the pledge secured is more than an equivalent to the 
sum réceived, and the interest givenis not inconsiderable 
even of the lowest rated schemes. To whom are they 
partial and unjust, since no method is proposed or con- 
trived for any particular man or men, excluding others? 
The benefit is to be general, and though the necessities 
of the poor chiefly call for the succour, yet it is more 
within the compass of the rich to be thereby favoured, 
because they have plenty of pledges: Let them not then 
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tremely scarce) they have imposed on the necessities of 
people, by advancing it near /wo shillings per pound; 
but it is not improbable, that our bills being always ca- 
pable of purchasing our country produce, their value 
being equal to silver, will again reduce it to its stated 

worth, and be as satisfactory to the kind lender, who 
| (according to them) relieved the borrower in distress, 
or sold him land or goods at their real value at the time 
of lending or sale. 

Eighthly, Those do not deceive themselves, who, 
because gold and silver may be had at New York, or 
other places, in exchange for their paper money, 
suppose that the one is as good as the other. It is are- 
ceived maxim, that the value of any thing is in propor- 
tion to what it will purchase, Now paper bills will, at this 
time; and would formerly, purchase goods in New York 
cheaper than Cash will at Philadelphia; and it is obvious 
that some other reasons may have occasioned the rise 
of silver and gold there, since we have here advanced at 
least six pence per ounce on silver, beyond the rate ascer- 
tained by act of parliament, without any such measure 
as paper money. 

These being premised on the general heads, what 
next follows is an answer to their three conclusive points: 

1st. If the whole sum struck be so small, that it will 
not answer the absolute and immediate necessities of 
those who have real securities to give, it will not (we 
humbly conceive) be sufficient to pass from hand to 
hand for a currency. 

2d. That which is a benefit to any person for five 
years, will be a further benefit for a longer term; and, 
| perhaps, the fixing it to a short date may abridge some 
| persons from effecting what they might accomplish for 
| their ewn good and the country’s advantage, in more 
| time. The difficulty of exchanging worn out bills for 


new, in an office to be erected for that purpose, we doubt 
not the care and ability of this assembly to surmount, 
_and render practicable. And, if our laws can continue 


complain of partiality and injustice through their own | in force no longer than five years without the royal ap- 
negligence. How are such schemes destructive to pub- | probation, yet we presume a law so beneficial to the 
lick credit, since the publick is capable of yielding so | subject here, so concurrent to the practice of neighbor- 
much relief to a necessitous people, without hurting it- | ing colonies, and no ways repugnant to the laws of Eng- 
self? No, the design is laudable, and greatly becomes | land, will, when duly represented at home, not want 
our generous patriots. But perhaps there are some | that approbation. — 

that are partial to themselves, although they seemto| 3d. We confide in this, that the wisdom of this ho- 
speak in defence of the publick, affording us room to | nourable House needs no direction, in the care to be 
guess, they would have no money borrowed, but of | taken, of sinking the paper currency in course, and in 
private persons, and begrudge the borrowers of the | a just manner; for we esteem you (and not these gen- 
publick the gain (of near thirty pounds, according to the | tlemen petitioners) to be proper judges of the methods 


exquisite calculation of those gentlemen) because they 
know, that such an advantage is not equal to the sweet 
incomes of usury. 

Sixthly, All such projects are not exceedingly weak 
and unjust; for what man, had he money by him to lend, 
would refuse it on sufficient security? ‘And if he does 
lend it on such a security, where can we suppose the 
lender’s lossto be? Or wherein is the paper credit les- 
sened, when there is more than its value to support it? 
Their supposing it to be lent to all is an amusement; and 
the tribunal is easily to be erected, to find out persons 
of worth from those that are worth nothing; and the 
hoor (who, they say, have as little merit as any) may 
have a chance to get it by labour, by the employers 

ving something to pay, both to their and the poor 
my*s advantage} And thus a way may easily be found 
for lispensing publick favours. We presume to add 
to thse great and rich men, (and therefore, according 
to thér account, sober and industrious men) that we 
humbly hope a medium in business will run us from the 
loose way of luxury, idleness and folly, which often hap- 
pens from being nonplused in a regular dispatch of af- 
fairs for want of pay when due. 


srnenthty, This currency, or paper money, will not | 
all Yy value, if raised ona good foundation, as recom- | 


mended in the third article. The rising of silver is alone 
owing tO. the avarice of the possessor, 


: who knowin 
there i= no other . 


currency, (and that too at this time ex 


| hitherto discoursed of. 

These observations, may it please this honourable 
| House, on the sentiments of those gentlemen, we hum- 
ly offer to your consideration, and pray your favourable 
construction.” 

On the 29th, the bill for making £15,000 in bills of 
credit was reported, and read a second time on the 30th, 
_and further to be considered in the afternoon. In the 
meantime, the following ‘‘Further sentiments of the 
gentlemen and merchants,” were read. 


' 
| 
} 
| 


| Tothe Honourable House of Representatives of the Pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania. 

| *In the important affair of a paper credit, now under 
| the consideration of your House, it is to be hoped that 
| all honest men, amongst us, think of it from the same 
principles, and with the same inclinations, viz: to pro- 
| mote the true interest and reputation of this colony. 

| Upon these views alone we lately took the liberty to 
| 


petition your honourable House, to be heard upon the 
subject, and the next day exhibited our sentiments, in 
writing, drawn into several heads, and built on such so- 
| lid foundations of truth, that we are well assured they 
cannot be shaken. 

Yet, as the opinions of men are extremely various, 
and great pains have, of late, been taken here, to instil 
‘and strengthen popular errors on that subject; we find 


é 
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divers of these drawn up, in a paper, lately presented | 


to, and received by, the House; containing, as it says, | 


some considerations, in answer to our said sentiments, 


authority as any we can give. 


but truly consisting, in a great measure, of those com- | 


mon mistakes, which have unhappily occasioned such 


differences in opinion, even among the well meaning, 


who, we presume, all aim at the public good. 
The more clearly, therefore, to manifest these popu- 


lar deceptions, to prevent the unhappy consequence, | 


that may attend their obtaining further place, and more 


effectually to establish the truth and certainty of those 


heads, we before presented, we humbly beg leave to 


that paper, with some further sentiments on the whole 


matter; which, we hope, will be interpreted according | The greatness of the security makes no manner of dif- 


to their true intention, that is, to serve the public, in 
which we are all jointly embarked. 

The design of what we then exhibited to the House 
(as is evident from all the parts of it) was not to oppose 
a paper credit, but to show the danger of ill concerted 
schemes, and to point out, as far as was then proper, 
what we conceived te be the most effectual measures, 
for answering all the just ends, proposed by such a cre- 
dit... , ‘ 

In the three first articles was represented how much 
it became us, as a government depending on Britain, to 


before us: particularly these two cases of keeping our 
bills, when issued, equivalent to such money. 

To the first of these, those concerned in that paper 
are obliged to concede. ° 

To the second they answer with a gross mistake, and 
an unbecoming trifling: for, it is positively true, that 
since the great reformation of the English coin, in 1696, 
there has not been the least alteration in it; guineas, 
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er or later, sunk below the value, at which they were at 
first made; and yet they all had as powerful a stamp of 
We are now upon put- 
ting in practice a project of the same kind; it is there- 
fore the more highly incumbent on us, prudently and 
advisedly to consider in time, by what means the incon- 
veniences that have attended others, in theirs, may be 


| prevented in our undertaking. 


The first remark we offered on this head was from 
this foundatiof, that if the public by their terms of issu- 
ing their bills, show they estimate them at less than they 


| would real money; all mankind, but especially the tra- 
offer the following observations, on the several parts of | 


der, whose business it is to exchange his commodity for 
its real value, will naturally be taught to do the same. 


ference, unless the borrower.of the bills should be ob- 
| liged, for one hundred pounds lent in them torepay; upon 


that security, the like sum of gold or silver, and not in 
the samespecie; for should one, upon lending any rari- 
ty, of no great intrinsic value, take a,security of one hun- 
dred pounds, to have it returned, this would not add to 
the real worth of the thing lent, though it showed, the 
lender resolved to have it restored to him; or, if a man 
should assign the bond of another person of dubious 


| credit, for one hundred pounds due, for the consideration 


| of fifty pounds only, to be paid by the assignee, in 
copy after the great examples their parliaments have sct | 


twelve months to the assignor; and for the payment of 
the fifty pounds, should take a mortgage or security 
worth five hundred pounds, this indeed will make the 


debt of fifty more certainly good, but will not add one 
|farthing to the value of the bond assigned in the 


which till lately, never were a legal tender, were limited | 


that year, that they should not, under a penalty, be re- 
ceived at more than twenty-two shillings each. 


same manner, if a person be possessed of fifty pounds 
in bills of credit, though there be a security. of one or 
two hundred pounds given for them in the office by the 
borrower at the first taking of them out, should these 
bills, for the same reasens that have prevailed in Boston 


and other places, in the like case, sink in their value, 


But no. 


sooner did silver, the true lawful money of the kingdom, 


circulate freely again, which, by the great diligence of 
the several mints, they did, within six months after; but 
the people refused to take them at more than twenty- 
oné shillings and six pence, as formerly; at which rate 
they have constantly continued, till the mines of Ameri- 
ca, especially of Brazil, producing much more gold 
than silver, in value, the first has fallen in Europe; on 
which, to prevent the exportation of silver, they are, by 


lawful money of the nation. If foreign gold or silver 
be meant, which are only merchandize, and rise, as the 
demand is for exportation, these are entirely out of the 
question. othe other part, where they alledge, that 
the twelve hundred thousand pounds did not make good 


| the payment. 
/man of reason, who will make use of it: but persons 
a late act of parliament, reduced to twenty-one shillings; | 


and at that rate, at length made a legal tender, that is, | applause of such as are ready prepared to give it to 


and become worth less than forty pounds, while in that 
person’s hands, the security given will in no manner, 


compensate that loss to the possessor; for neither he, nor 
' . . . 
| even the public, can have any satisfaction from the se- 


curity; because, if the borrower returns the bills again, 


when due from him, though they should not the. be 
worth twenty pounds of that coin, by which they were 
first rated, his security will be entirely discharged by 

This is most evident and plain to any 


over-run with the common notions, depending on the 


_ every thing favouring their own opinions, may think it 
| sufficient for answering the most certain truth, barely to 


all the loss in the kingdom; we say, that our informa- | 


tions are as good as any can pretend to, in this province. 
That sum on large trials made in the exchequer, of 
the monies received the year before, was judged suffi- 


cient to make good the whole loss; and all, who brought | 


in their money, within the time limited, had it made | schemes as were then commonly talked of, were partial, 


It is true, some persons disaffected to | 


good to them. 
the goyernment, and others fond of their hoards, for- 


the parliament, and therefore the truth of our assertion, 
are from lence equally clear. 


The third head, which is the greatest point, of keep- | 


ing up our bills to the same value with real money, ac- 
cording to the rates at which they are at first issued, is 
also conceded in general terms; and the just foundation 
mentioned, is all that is contended for. 

But what is advanced in the fourth and fifth articles, 
is the grand popular error, that endangers a disappoint- 
ment, in that great end proposed. For no stamp of au- 
thority can give an intrinsic worth, where it really is not. 
Experience, whose instructions even the weakest may 
reach, will show us, that bills ef credit have been issued 
inno place on this continent, where they haye not, soon- 





deny it, and confide in the numbers, that are to support 
their assertions; which we conceive has been the only 
motive to those persons who drew up or presented the 
paper now under consideration; but the unhandsome 
reflections that are cast in that part of it, shall for the 
present be waved, and referred to the close of this, asa 
more proper place. 

In our fifth and sixth. heads we asserted, that such 


weak and unjust; as they were intended to make grants 


_ very beneficial to the first borrower, but injurious to the 
bore, and suffered accordingly: but the great care of | 


others: that all would equally covet the same advan- 
tage; but that from the nature of the thing, all could 
not possibly partake of it; unless the quantity .of the 
bills were so vast as to render them of little or no value. 
The truth of all which is so clear and plain, that it would 
be little less than a mockery to human reason, to offer 
arguments for supporting what, if understood, is self- 
evident. But this is now entirely out of time, the wis- 
dom of the Assembly having admitted none of those 
schemes there guarded against, and it will be difficule 
to find a reason for offering that part of the paper to the 
House, after all the votes that have been passed on this 
affair, unless it be to prepare with an extreme modesty, 


for another push to oyerset all that has hitherto been vo- 
ted. 
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Their whole answer to the seventh head is grounded | 


on another great mistake in the cause of the rise of, sil- 


ver amongst us; which is truly thus: In the year 1709, | 


when the act of parliament for reducing our coin, took | 
place, silver was our common currency ; gold being 
then but rarely seen; but it was judged necessary (sec- 
ing the act was silent in it) to make that also, as well as 
silver, pass current by weight at some determinate rate; 
and being at that time, worth four pounds an ounce, or 
four shillings per penny weight in Britain, it was advan- 
ced in the same proportion with silver, (viz. one third, ) 
to fivé shillings and four pence per penny weight; but 
because this sum could not be so divided by twenty-four | 
as to render it practicable to reckon single grains by far- 

things, without a fraction, it was, by common consent, | 
raised to five shillings and six pence, that a grain might | 
be accounted at two pence three farthings. This seem- | 
ing small difference, with the advance given in England | 
by the East India company for Spanish silver, wrought | 
so great a change in our currency, that our payments | 
were mostly made in gold, New York and Britain gra- | 
dually exhausting our silver; insomuch, that even nine | 
or ten years ago, five per cent. advance was given, in | 
gold, in exchange for Spanish silver; though afterwards, 
upon a greater importation of the latter, this difference, 
for some time, abated; but gold having still further fallen 
in-value in Britain, the disparity has again further in- 
creased; for atcounting pieces of eight, only at jive 
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silver; which the boldest assertor will scarce venture to 
affirm. 

We further beg leave to observe, on their answer to 
the three last articles: 

First, ‘That to supply the want of a medium for com- 
merce is the honest intention of,the proposal for bills of 
credit, and not to discharge the debts of those who want 
means from the public, to get clear of them. 

Secondly, All bills, bonds, &c. on an equal security, 
are the more valued the sooner they become due; and 
the sooner public bills are to sink, the greater will be 
their credit. Itis true, that the longer the time is, the 
more easy it may seem to the first borrower; but, in the 
whole course of the bills, after their second payment, 
this will but diminish their credit. If eight years be 
prefetable to five, because of the length of the time, 
the same argument may be urged for sixteen or twenty. 

Thirdly, \t is extremely mannerly (we grant) to 
leave it entirely to the Assembly, to consider the man- 
ner of sinking the bills ; but this complaisance, it is 
doubted, is more owing to an unconcernedness in that 
point, when, or whether ever they sink, provided they 
are once obtained, than to any real modesty; otherwise, 
it was certainly a breach of that, after the House, had 
voted both the sum and the time, not to acquiesce in 
their wisdom, but to solicit an enlargement, : 

We pay as great a deference, may it please the house, 


| to the legislative authority, asany others; yet we well 


shillings and four pence per ounce, which is under a me- | know their wisdom will influence them to lend constant- ° 
dium for their common price; and gold at three pounds, | ly an open ear to all necessary hintsfrom without doors, 
tighteen shillings, which is near its present or late value, | that may contribute any advantage to the important af- 
in England; an ounce of Spanish silver is truly equiva- | fairs, brought from time to time under their considera- 





lent to seven shillings and six pence in gold, at five pounds | 
ten shillings per ounce as we rate it. It is therefore, 
neither avarice nor sharping that has occasioned this ad- 
vance in the exchange of these two metals, but the es- | 
sential difference in their intrinsic value at the market 
to which they are carried; which is estimated by rules, | 
that ever will prevail among competent reasoners on the | 
basis of trade, though such as go beyond their last, 
will meddle with matters out of their sphere, are unca- 
pable of comprehending them. 

But, from hence asure rule may be taken in relation 
to paper, that by so much as the yalue of public bills 
sink, by so much will gold and silver rise, in proportion | 
to their intrinsic worth; as we find our silver has done 4 
in proportion to our gold; and the constant standard to | 
measure this by, will be the exchange between the Eng- | 
lish colony, where they are made current, and Great | 
Britain. From hence the loss on bills isto be estimated | 
in all places where they pass: the exchange in N. York | 
before the bills fell: wiz. in 1716, was fifty per cent. and | 
in Boston, not long before; but since 1717, the year 
they uttered their last great quantity of bills, it arose to | 
sixty-five percent. and in Boston, it is now near one 
hundred and fifty per cent. asin Carolina, it-is from five 
to six tents advance on one hundred pounds sterling. 

The answer to the eighth is of a piece with the rest, 
a presumptuous denial of a positive truth that is in itself 
incontestible; for the language of the New York bill 
runs thus, viz. fora bill of twenty shillings. ‘*This bill, 
of two ounces ten pennyweight of plate, due from the colony 
of New York to the possessor thereof, shall be equal in va- 

eto Seville pillar, or Mexico plate, &c. And yet that 
very bill shall, at this time, purchase little more, (if any 
thing) in pieces of eight thantwo ounces. It is there- 
fore undeniably true, that such a bill is not equivalent 
to two ounces and a half of such plate; because, being 
fallen from its first intended value, it will not purchase 
so much; and itis really surprising hoy any men, in di- 
rect contradiction to common sense, can amuse them- 
selves and others with such groundless notions. The | 
price of goods at New York, whether cheaper or dear- 
er than at Philadelphia, is otit of the question; unless it 
could be alledged, that a bill of twenty shillings will 
purchase as much of those goods, as can be bought with | 
the real weight of two ounces and a half of Spanish 


a ener 


tion. 
From hence it is, that we shall yet crave liberty to of- 


_ fer our further sentiments, not only in relation to a paper 


credit, but upon some other points, that nearly concern 
the prosperity of this colony. 

Such bills, we find, haye been issued in America on 
two different foundations, the one has been to raise 2” 


large sum immediately, on the credit of future taxes, 


duties, &c. by which they were to be regularly sunk in 


time; the other to be lent out on securities, and 


to be sunk by the borrowers, repaying them into 
the treasury. Those of New York and South Caro- 
lina, were by the first method, and those of New Eng- 
land and Rhode Island, by the second. 

In Carolina they were obliged, for the defence of 
their town and country, against some threatened inya- 
sions, to raise an immense sum, for so small a colony, 
vastly exceeding the occasion they had for a currency; 
especially since their rice, which foreigners come to 
carry away, will purchase most of the goods they want; 


'and this sunk the credit of their bills to the low state 


they were depressed to. In New York, their first bills, 
raised by the same method, viz. by anticipating the du- 
ties, by which they were to be sunk again, kept up 
their credit; and, because of the certainty of their termi- 
nating, and the quantity being moderate, in a place of 
such large and extended commerce, they continued of 
equal value with their current silver, until the year 1717, 
when they issued another large sum, and for a longer 
term; upon which their credit immediately fell to a dis- 
parity with their real money, 

Further to the eastward, their bills being issued on 
loans.only, by which method they cannot be called in, 
with so much certainty, they. consequently fell more 
than one third below the value, at which they were first 


,issued; and the same may be expected from the like 


measures to happen here; for seeing very few borrowers 
are found ‘to discharge their mortgages to private per- 
sons, in time, and according to contract, it will be ex- 
pected that the public, to whom such loud cries are 


raised, for succour to the distressed, will rather be more 


indulgent, than rigorous, to their humble suppliants. 

It will, therefore, be evident, that to keep up the cre- 
dit of bills the quantity need be moderate, and should be 
somewhat under a sufficiency for a cireulating currency, 
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that we may as they do in New York, contrive means to 
supply ourselves with some quantities of cash, which is 
real treasure in a country, while bills are’no more than 
borrowing from one another without adding one penny 
to the wealth or stock of the colony; and next, that a 
certainty of their being sunk in a reasonable time, will 
principally contribute to support that credit. 

It was observed before, in the last article presented 
by us, to the House, that such measures ought to be ta- 
ken for this, as shall render it absolutely necessary for 
the public that the bills shall be sunk regularly. 

It is therefore, upon the whole, with all due submis- 
sion, proposed to the consideration of the House, whe- 
ther it may not be rather requisite to retrench the quan- 
tity last voted, than to augment it, as some desire; con- 
sidering that ten pounds of that currency will probably 
circulate more and faster than twenty or thirty of gold 
or silver; because the latter has a constant intrinsic va- 
luc, while the other, more subject to change, and de- 
signed only fora medium of commerce, will be more 
briskly shifted from hand to hand, to answer that pur- 
pose? and whether the following methods of applying 
it may not render it more serviceable, viz. that, seeing 
the public is now, by the Treasurer’s account, besides 
sume other sums not yet settled, above one thousand six 














hundred pounds in debt, and the support for the ensuing 
year is yet to be provided for, a sum of about three | 


thousand pounds, to be paid out of the bills to be sunk, 


by aa excise or such other method as the House shall | 


best approve of, for returning that sum in three, four or 
five years, as shall be judged most convenient. 


That a sum, sufficient to finish the prison and work- | 


house of Philadelphia, be lent out of the bills of the 
city and county, to be returned into the treasury, by a 
yearly tax on the inhabitants, not exceeding one penny 
per pound, till the said sum be discharged; the present 
taxes of three pence per pound being too heavy, in 
these difficult times, for the public to bear. 

That the rest be Jent out, as is already proposed to the 
House, on good unquestionable securities, at the inter- 
est agreed on; but, for the better assuring their sinking, 


that all public monies, raised by any taxes, excise, or | 


duties whatsoever, be paid into the respective treasuries 
only in that specie to be there sunk; and the full value 
of such public monies be made good out of the sums 
paid in by the borrowers, whether in coin, paper, or 
country produce, to answer the ends for which the same 
was raised; by which means the bills must necessarily 


be sunk, and the payments be duly made by the borrow- | 


ers without any excuse or favour. 


That, for the more effectual support of the credit of | 


the bills, sixpence in the pound be allowed to the per- 


son who pays them in, as public money, to be made good | 


out of the interest paid by the borrower. 

These measures, may it please the House, it is believ- 
ed, will very much contribute to answer the just ends 
proposed by the bills, with the least injury or loss to the 
receivers. 


The reflections in this last paper as well as others, | 
which have industriously been rendered popular, shall | 


be answered by showing, from the state of the country, 


how destructive to its true interest that spirit is, to which | 


too many appear to have resigned themselves, that those 
whoare sincerely well affected to the public, may, with 
more distinguishing judgment, observe the measures, by 


which our common interest may be most effectually pro- | 


moted; for which end, we beg leave to add the follow- 
ing remarks, viz. 

That this small colony, consisting at present, only of 
three counties, and of no extraordinary soil, situate but 


on one side of one navigable river, is therefore inferior | 


in natural advantages to all others around us; and having 


no produce but what other colonies more commediously | 


situated, not only rival us in, but of late have outdone 
us, we cannot therefore equally flourish with others, 
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| unless we compensate these natural defects, by such 
improvements in industry and other good qualities, as 
| may deservedly acquire us a reputation. 
| That the husbandman and merchant are the principal 
| supporters of the colony, from whom all other kinds of 
| business among us, receive their encouragement; the 
| one raising the produce, and the other exporting it by 
| navigation. 

That, by the common methods of our trade, for want 
of a vent abroad, for our wheat and what is manufactur- 
ed from it, we can never become considerable; and there- 
fore it is necessary that the countryman should endeavor 
| for some other improvements, and the merchant labour 
|to find out new channels for commerce, by pursuing it 

in all the branches that may lie open to us in other coun- 
‘tries for both these will ever, in reality, have a natural 
dependence on each other. 

That it is an unhappiness to this country, that there 
are not more wealthy men in trade, who, by large stocks, 
could force such an extended commerce as in New York 
and Boston; for by these means more shipping, and 
therefore more workmen and people would be employ- 
| ed; and both a greater exportation and consumption of 
| the country produce, to the encouragement of the far- 
| mer, would be occasioned by it. 


That it has ever been accounted a great advantage to 


a country, to have men in it who can supply others 
| with money in their necessities, on such terms as the 





|laws approve; for from such opportunities the indus- 
| triousand ingenious, who for want of something in their 
| hands, might be ever tied down to poverty, may find 
means to raise themselves (as many have done) to for- 
tune, and a capacity of being extremely useful: From 
hence many have received vastadvantages, by compass- 
ing bargains, that otherwise they must for ever have 
| gone without. In short, there is nothing more equita- 
ble, than that the active and industrious should, for a 
/moderate consideration, have the use of other mens 
| stocks, who either for want of skill or inclination, can- 
not employ it themselves. 


That the wealth of a country consists in the riches of 
its Inhabitants, and the richer every country is, the bet- 
ter it is for a poor man to live in. All these being un- 
| questionable truths, it is astonishing to consider, while 
| we have scarce one man in the country that can be ac- 
| counted rich, when compared with divers in other colo- 
| nies; while the Province really suffers for want of more 
men of ability to promote its interest, and enlarge its. 
commerce, on which great numbers of the people have 
their dependance; while money can scarce be had on 
any terms, to tend or borrow, and seldom ever could be 
obtained on loan, but by intreaty, and with solicitation: 
It is astonishing, we say, to consider how ’tis possible, 
that there should be any amongst us, who in despite of 
common sense, will suffer themselves to be misled into 
| sucha spirit of malignity, as in direct opposition to the 
interest of the whole, to insult and abuse those few in 
the place, who are the most capable of promoting that 
| interest; to return reproaches for what was obtained by 


| prayer, and under the endearing appearance of popu- 
larity, to strike at the very sinews of 2 country’s strength, 
,and the evident means of its prosperity, in which all 
would, according to their ranks, be more or less par- 
takers. 

We humbly crave the House’s exeuse for these ob- 
servations, which the unhappy prevailing humour of 
the time, (as this honourable house, from the last and 
other applications, cannot but be sensible) has rendered 
necessary, for rectifymg the distempered notions of the 
misguided. On which, no better advice, (we conceive) 
/can be recommended to such persons, than that of the 
apostle, viz. To follow after thé things which make for their 
peace; to study to be quiet, and to do their own business, 
as he has recommended, Kom. xiv. 19. 1 Thess. iv. 11. 
| Although, it is true, we are at present very poor, yet 
‘Love and Unity appears not less wanting amongst us 
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than Money; and while we are applying to the Legisla- 
ture for means fo supply the one, if vy 


happy as to join in the other, it would more effectually 
render it easy to this honourable house to provide for 
our public necessities, which that we may, is the earn- 
est desire of thcir most faithful friends. 

On the 30th January, the subject again came before 
the house, and the proposition to lessen the sum of £15,- 
000 negatived; the further discussion was deferred to the 
next day, when it was decided ‘That the punishment 


to be inflicted by virtue of this act, on the forgers, shall | 
not be the painsand penalty of felony without benefit of | 


clergy.” The bill with the amendments and alterations 
was then recommitted—On the Ist February, the May- | 
or, &c. of Philadelphia, request the loan of £1500 of the 
bills of credit without interest to assist in paying their 
debts, andthe house determine to withhold £3000 for 
the payment of the public debts. On the 5th, the act 
entitled ‘An act to make country produce a lawful ten- 
der, as well before as after the commencement of ac- 
tions”—passed. 

Feb. 7.. It was agreed to allow the signers of the 
bills £20 each for their trouble. 
termined, that the mode of suing the mortgages shall be 
by scire facias. £50 per annum was fixed as the salary 
of each trustee of the loan office; and Charles Read 
Francis Rawle, Benjamin Vining, and Anthony Morris, 


were appointed signers, and Samuel Carpenter, a trus- | 


tee. On the 11th it passed the house, and a committee 
was appointed to carry it to the Governor; who “was 


pleased to say he would consider it deliberately in Coun- | 


cil.” » On the 15th the Governor returned the bill with 
amendments; the house consider and reject most of 
them, and then return it to the Governor for his concur 
rence; who again ‘‘is pleased to say he will consider.” 
Qn the 26th, the house acquaint the Governor, that 
“having sat long, they desire to know, particularly, if 
he has finished his consideration of the bill.” He re- 
plies, next day, that it is the wish of the Council, that a 
committee of conference be appointed by the house, on 
the points of difficulty, stating that he “daily perceives 
more and more that the people languish for wantOf some 
currency to revive trade and business, which is at pre- 
sent wholly at a stand; wherefore I am of opinion, tha} 
all the dispatch imaginable, ought to be given to the 
paper bill, which I am ready to pass as soon as you 
please to bring it up, for I think the urgent necessities 
of the whole people most justly gives it a preference 
to all other business.”” The house appointed the com- 
mittee of conference, who returned and reported—the 
Thus it proceeded until the 2d of the 


9 


house disagree. 


first month (March) 1722-23, when the bill for issuing | 


£15,000 became a law. The extreme caution which was 
manifested throughout the progress of this business, was 


occasioned no doubt by the fear of the depreciation of | 


their bills, having some striking examples before them 
in the neighbouring colonies. The good effects of this 
emission induced the Assembly, during the same year, 


to issue £30,000 more. Further difficulties occurred 


some-years afterwards, which we shall take occasion to | 


notice, 
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From Documents accompanying the President’s Message. 


Publie Debt.—It appears from the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, that there was paid in 1825, on 
account of the debt, the sum of 12,099,044 78. This 
sum was not all derived, as will be scen hereafter, from 
surplus revenue. In 1826, there were paid $11,039,- 
444 60, all from surplus revenue; in 1827, $10,001,585 

98, from surplus revenue; and, in 1828, there will have 
been paid by the close of the year, also from surplus 
revenue, $12,163,566 90, making for the four years, 
$45,303,642 26 Of this sum, $30,373,188 01 were 
sendied to the principal, and $14,930,454 25, tothe in- 


| terestof the debt; the whole of the former having gone 


towards the reduction of that part of it which bears an 
interest of 6 per cent. 


The total sum that will have been paid on account of 
the debt, from the Ist of January, 1817, the year in 
which the Sinking Fund Act passed, to the Ist of Ja- 
nuary next, will be $146,669,773 48. Of this sum 
$88,834, 108 66, were paid on account of principal, and 
$57,835,664 82, on account of interest. 


Commerce of the United States.—The importations into 
the United States, during the last four years; amount, in 
value,* to $350,202,469. Those fora portion of the 
| present year, are here given by probable estimate, rather 
|than certain knowledge. The exportations for the 
| se same sour years, calcy 11: ated i in the same way, amount to 

$357,202,426. Of the latter, $233,690,035 were of 
bres addons and manufacture, and $104,133,391 
| Were re-exportations of foreign commodities. The im- 
portations for the four years preceding, or from 1821 to 
| 1824, both inclusive, amount to $303,955,539; and the 
| exportations to $287,820,350. Of the latter, $191,350, 
881i were of domestic produce and manufactyres, and 
$96,469,469 re-exportation of foreign articles. It is cer- 
tain that the whole mercantile shipping of the Union, 
including that employed in the coasting trade, as well 
as all that is embarked in foreign commerce and the 
fisheries, exceeds, at this tume, 1,500,000tons. ‘That of 
no other nation is probably as large, England eqcepted, 
In 1818, the tonnage of the Union was but little more 
than 1.200,000 tons. 


Revenue.—The receipts into the treasury during the 
| Jast four years, these being all chiefly dependant upot, 
the import: tions, amount to 97,957,559 dollars 86 centn 
Those for the present year are here also given, in pars. 
‘by estimate, The expenditures for the same time, cal- 
culated in the same way, may be stated 95,585,518 dol- 
lars 85 cents. Of this sum, besides what was applied 
'to the public debt, about 14,000,000 dollars will have 
been expended on internal works, designed to improve 
the condition of the country, or, otherwise, on objecet 
not belonging to the mere annual support of govern- 
| ment, in its civil, military and naval establishments.— 
The receipts for the four years that preceded, were 84, 
728,010 dollars 71 cents; and the expenditures 83,979, 
874 dollars 78 cents. ‘The actual receipts from all sour- 
'ces during the year 1827, amounted to 22,966,363 dol- 
lars 96, w hich, with the balance in the Treasury on the 
first of January of that year, of 6,358,686 dollars, 18, 
gives an aggregate of 29,325,050 dolls. 14 cts. Of the 
sum received as above, during 1827, the customs yield- 
ed upwards of 19, 5¢ 10,000 dollars, and the sales of the 
public lands nearly $1,500,000 The expenditures of 
the United States for the same year, amounted to $22- 
| 656,764 04. The same document will supply a speci- 
fication of the particul: irs, and show a balance in the 

‘Treasury on the first of January , 1828, of 6,668,285 dol- 
lars 10 cents. The actual receipts during the three first 
| quarters of 182 18, are supposed to have amounted to 
| $18,693,580 27; and those of the fourth quarter it is 
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supposed will amount to $5,461,283 +40, making the to- 
tal receipts for 1828, 24,940,863 dolls. 67 cts.; which, 
added to the balance inthe Treasury on the first of Ja- 
nuary, as above stated, gives an aggregate of 30,763, 





149 dollars 77 cts. The expenditures of the three first 

quarters of the year, are supposed to have amounted to 

18,244,907 dollars 91 cents, and those for the fourth 

quarter it is supposed will amount to 7,392,603 dollars, 

72 cents; making, the whole year, 25,637,511 dollars, 

63 cents. This expenditure includes, as the items in 

the documents will show, upwards of 12,000,000 dolls. | 
on account of the debt, and will leave inthe Treasury, | 
on the first of January, 1829, an estimated balance of 
5,125,638 dollars, 14 cents. The estimated nett reve- 

nue for 1829 from commerce, is 21,500,000 dollars; that 

from the sales of the public lands, may be put down at 

1,000,000 dollars; that from bank dividends, at 490, 

000 dollars; and that from incidental sources at about 

150,000 dollars; making a total of 23,140,000. The 

expenditures are estimated thus: For the whole civil 

list, including miscellaneous objects and the 10,000,000 

dollars for the debt, $12,160,000; for the military estab- 
lishments, and objects in connection with them, 5,(60, 

000 dollars; and for the naval, 4,420,000 dolls.; making 
on the whole, 21,640,000 -dollars, giving an excess of 
receipts for the year 1829 over its expenditure, of 
1,500,000 dollars. 


Secretary or War.—Troops stationed at Fort Del.— 
4th regiment of artillery,—-1 company commanded by 
Brevet Major Pierce, 5 commissioned officers, 55 non- 


commissioned do., musicians, artificers and privates— 
Total 60. 


Recruits.—From the 1st January to 30th Sept. 1828, 
there were enlisted 


At Easton, Pa. - - : 26 recruits 
Philadelphia tale’ igi ate? ee 
Pittsburg : - - - 5 do. 


50 


Presq’ Isle. Bay. —The works projected for deepening 
the channel at the entrance of Presq’ Isle Bay, have 
been completed in a substantial and satisfactory manner, 
and have already nearly accomplished the intended ob- 
ject, there being in no place less than seven feet water 
on the bar, where four feet was formerly the greatest 
depth—and steam-boats and other vessels navigating 
Lake Erie, enter and leave the port without difficulty. 
Violent storms on the lake have caused a breach in the 
point of land forming the bay, which, if not repaired, 
may cause serious injury to the harbour, by producing 
— inside. An appropriation for this object is asked 

or. 


Piers in the Delaware, New Castle -—Their construc- 
tion and repair have progressed satisfactorily, and it is 
expected they will be placed before the end of the 
working season, out of danger from the ice. Arrange- 
ments have been made for effecting the repair of those 
at Port Penn, Marcus Hook, and Fort Mifflin. Cost on 
30th September, 6,967 dollars 76 cents. 


Surveys made under the act of 30th April 1824. 

Of the Allegheny River, from Pittsburg to Franklin, 
with a yiew to the improvement of its navigation. 

Reconnoissance of a route for a road from Uniontown, 
Pa. through Pittsburg to Lake Erie. 


Works projected.—F ort opposite the Pea Patch, Dela- 
ware river. Estimated cost 347,257 dollars 71 cents. 


Apportionment of Arms.—Yo the militia of Pennsyl- 
vania for 1827, 2,541. : 


Number of Miiitia in 1827, in the United States 
1,208,419, of which there are in Pennsylvania, 188,620, 
in New York 165,883, Virginia, 100,662, Ohio, 110,364, 
New England, 188,147. 
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Lead made in the United States’ Mines, from 1821 to 
30th September, 1828, 22,299,564 Ibs. of which 12,311, 
730 Ibs. were made during the year ending September 
30,' 1828. 


Number cf: Pensioners, 14th October, 1828. In 
Pennsylvania, invalids, 338—non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, on the roll under act of 18th 
March, 1818, 702. Number of commissioned officers on 
roll under same act, 35. Ditto, dropped from roll of 
Revolutionary Pensioners, under act of 15th May, 1828. 
5. Number of officers dropped from Invalid Pension 
List under same act, 1. 

Pensioners who have died in Pennsylvania, in year 
ending S0th September, 182°: 


Revolutionary = - - ‘ - 28 
Invalid - - . - . 7 
35 


Pittsburg agency, 9, revolutionary. Amount of funds 
transmitted to agents in Pennsylvania, from 4th Septem- 
ber 1827, to do. 1828—to pay pensioners. 

Invalids and Revolu- 


Half Pay. tionary. 
Bank U. States, Philada. $5551 85 
Ditto Pittsburg 5516 69 26,604 31 


Navy Yards and’ Stations.—¥stimated pay, rations, 
and all other allowances, of officers and others, at the 
Navy Yard, &c. Philadelphia, for 1829. 





Yard— 
1 captain $4066 75 
1 master commandant 2010 75 
1 Lieutenant 1492 25 
1 do. 965 00 
1 master 1141 75 
1 surgeon 1732 25 
1 purser 1141 75 
1 chaplain 1141 75 
1 boatswain 741 75 
1 gunner 741 75 
1 steward 307 75 

15,483 50 
Ordinary— 


1 lieutenant—1 master—1 I 4,577 75 
4 able seamen—6 ordinary seamen 

Hospital— 
1 surgeon and 1 surgeon's arenes 4,029 75 
steward—2 nurses—2 washers—1 cook 

Civil— 
1 storekeeper, ($1200, ) 3 clerks, 1 mas- 
ter builder, ($2500)—1 clerk—1 in- 6,150 0@ 
spector & measurer of timber—l1 porter 





$30,241 00 
—S 
The Pennsylvania ship of the line may be prepared 
for sea in twelve months—one suit of sails is made, and 
the timber for masts and spars considerably advanced. 
Raritan frigate of the 1st class. Hull nearly com- 
pleted—the board works in great forwardness. Will 
require about 12,000 days work to complete her. She 
may be finished in three to five months. 
Sea Gull, receiving ship, in good order. 
Cyane, corvette, requiring extensive repairs. 
Timber delivered at Philadelphia, under act of 3d 
March 1827. 
8208 cubic feet for 
5662 do. sloops § frames. 
14197 do. frigates 


Post Offices in the United States in 1828, 7,651— 
yielding a revenue of $1,598,154. Miles of post road, 
114,536. 
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BREAKWATER. 
“The act making appropriation for the erection of a 
Breakwater near the mouth of the Delaware bay, re- 
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ceived your prompt attention: and its execution, under 
your supervision, was confided to the secretary of the 
navy. Immediate measures were taken to advance the 
work. (C.C. Biddle, of Philadelphia, was appointed 
the agent for the disbursement of the money, and in- 
structions were given for his guidance and direction. — 
He has executed a bond with sufficient sureties, for the 
faithful performance of his duties, in the penalty required 
of navy agents; and will receive the compensation al- 
lowed by law tothem. His accounts will be transmit- 
ted to, and settled quarterly by, the Fourth Auditor of 
the Treasury. The fund ‘and expenditures under it 
will be kept separate and distinct from all others. 

On the 9th of June, Com. Rogers, Gen. Bernard, and 
William Strickland, Esq. were appointed commission- 
ers to select a site, and prepare a plan and estimates of 
the work for the approval of the executive and naval 
officers placed under their control to make the necessa 
ry soundings and surveys. ‘They have been employe: od 
in dis charge of the duties assigned to them, anc | their 
report is daily expected, and when received will be sub- 
mitted to you. William Strickland has been appointed 


the engineer, to superintend the erection of the work. | 
Advertiscments have been issued, and contracts are now | 


under consideration for a part of the materials. These 
contracts will, in a few a be executed. 
tions will be made during the winter, and inthe course 
of the Spring and Summer materials will be delivered, 
and the work progress to the extent of the appropria- 
tion. An additional approp tation will be required du- 
ring the ensuing sess'on,’ 

A SKETCH OF CRAWFORD COUNTY, PA. 

(Latracted from the Crawford Messenger. ) 

Crawronp Counry is situate near the north-west 
corner of the state—is bounded on the north by 
Erie—on the east by Warren and Venango—on the 
south by Mercer ai d Ven: ingo—and onthe west by the 
state of Ohio. Its le wth is 464 miles, and its breadth 
254—and contains about 670,000 acres of Jand, 
population of about 15,000. ‘The Jand gene 


angda 

I r 
good quality, and but little or mo waste land in the 
county. Itis, however, more partie ularly adapted to 
the raising of stock than of grain—but has, nevertheles 
an ample proportion well suited to the raising of all 
kinds of grain. It.is well watered and timbered, and is 
peculiarly favourable to health. French creek enters 
it from Erie county, and me¢ andering pretty centrally 
through it, passes out through a small portion of Mercer 
into Venango county, and e mpties into the 
fiver, at the town of Preukie. It is a beautiful stre: am 
of water, and navigable for large boa! S cok rafts a cor 
derable porti on of the year— and ailords an Set 
supply, al all seasons of ihe year, for the various water 
works established on its banks. Ii « ontains many other 
handsome streams of smaller size, but sufticientls 
for mills, &c.—as Cussewogo, the Big and Little 
Creek, Oil Creek, Woodcock, Muddy Creek, and Con- 
neauttee, &c. and many other-smaller streams—and 
abounds with fine springs. And there are three hand- 
some lakes in the county—the Conneaut, near to the 
summit level of the Pennsylvania Canal+the Oil Creek 
and the Sugar Creek lakes. The Conneaut is a beauti- 
ful sheet of water, of about four miles by two, and 
abounds with fine fish—the other two are of smaller 
size, but are handsome water 

The market for the surplus products of the county, 
and for the supply of its necessary merchandize will, 
when the canal from Pittsburg to Erie shall be com- 
pleted, be principally Pittsburg. Indeed this is ina 
great measure the case at present. 

Its manufactures are c hiefly those of families for their 
own consumption and comfort, and are, I presume, at 
least three-fourths of all the 
county. 


ally is of 
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large 


Sugar 


manufactures used in the 


From the best information at present to be obtained 
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and which from the source from whence it is derived, 
there is every reason to believe very nearly correct, 
there is now in the county about 52 Grist Millsk—65 Saw 
Mills—8 Fulling Mills—2 Paper Mills—2 Oil Mills—3 

Carding Machines, and 41 Distilleries—and a few Ash- 
eries. In February, 1827, through the politeness of 
the county commissioners and township assessors, at the 
request of the Internal Improvement Society, here, it 
was pretty correctly ascertained, that 145,831 lbs. of 
Sugar, from the sugar m aple—177,360 lks. ‘Blac! x Salts 
and Potash, and 48,754 galls. of Whiskey, ere manufac- 
tured in the county in 1826. And that, at ‘the same period, 
it contained 51,522 acres of Cleared Land,—12,169 of 
Meadow—2,97 0 Hor: ies—18,U081 Cattle, and 18,999 
Sheep. These articles with the exception of Sugar, 
Salts, and Whiskey, must have considerably increased 
since that time; at least ten to twenty per cent. 

The county has not been e xplored for mineral pro 
ductions, but it is wel] ascertained that it abounds wale 
tron ore; and, no deubt, in proce SS of time, as they are 
sought after, other valuable productions will be found in 
it, asis now the case in the adjoining counties of Mercer 
and Venango. 

There are inthe county about 28 Churches for divine 
worship, “a the various denominations of Christians, 
and about 62 Schools. 

The several Socicties established in the county, for 
benevolent and other useful purposes, are—a Bible So- 
ciety— The Sabbath School Union is extended pretty 
generally through the county—about 63 schools have 
been organized—a Colonization Sc ciety, auxiliary to 
the American Colonization Society—an Internal Im- 
provement Society—an Agricultural Society, and 
Emigration Society. 

There are in the county about 30 Stores that pay hi- 
cense; and no doubt there are a sufficient number of 
Taverns. It also contains about ten small Villages, 
with Post Office, Stores, ec. in each 


Meadville is the scat of justice, 2 and contains a popula- 


tion of about 1200. It is situated on the left bank of 
French creek, near the northern margin of a rich and 
handsome valley, through which that stream meanders 
—is pretty central im (he county—about 07 miles from 


the town of Erié, on lake Erie—-24 miles from Franklin, 
onthe Allegheny, and 90 miles north of Pittsburg. The 
town plot gradually ri from the water toits cefitre, 
where is a handsome public square of about five acres. 


Limediate ivy lronting the square, on the east, is the 
Court-house, which, in point of beauty, convenience, 
and workmanship, is not surpassed by any in the state. 

The “7m 2was gratuitously furnished h y our distinguish 

ed Architect, Mr. Strickland, of P hiladelphia. Its. walls 
are of bricl k and cut stone, and it is adorned by a hand- 
some cupola. On the rising ground,a short distance 
east of the Court House, is the Presbyterian Church— 
a good and convenient building—its walls are of brick; 
and it hasa handsome spire and well-toned bell. Im- 
mediately fronting the public square, on the west, and 
near to the north-west corner, stands the Episcopal 
Church—a very tasteful, neat, and convenient building, 
in the Gothic order; and with a handsome tower—and 
contains a neat and well-toned, organ—its walls are of 
brick, painted in imitation of free stone. A short dis- 
tance west of the public square is the Academy—a large 
handsome and convenient building—its walls of brick— 
and has a neat cupola, anda bell. Near the northern 
border of the town, is erected the State Arsenal—a spa- 
cious, neat, and convenient brick building. And a 
short distance north of the Arsenal, on a commanding 
eminence ovexlooking the town, and the valley general- 
ly, stands Bently. Hall, the edifice of ANlegheny College 
—its walls are of brick and cut stone, and in the Ione 
order. It consists of a main building 60 feet front by 44 
fect deep; and 3 stories high—and two wings of 30 feet 
front each, and tories high, with a basement story un- 


der three whole—and has, also,a handsome cupola. This 


building would justly be considered an ornament in any 
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city in the Union. The Methodist Society 
chased a handsome lot near the Presbyterian Church, 
ahd are preparing materials for the erection thereon of 
a neatand spacious brick church for their accommoda- 
tion. And onthe north border of the town, our very 
werthy and énterprising townsman, Col. Magaw, well 
known as the patentee of Straw. Paper, has fitted upa 
large and convenient frame building for the manufacture 
of that cheap and valuable article. 

I have been thus particular in the description of our 
public buildings, from a conviction that there is no other 
town in the state of the population of Meadville, that 
contains one-half the number of equally handsome 
public buildings; and, I might perhaps with justice add, 
there is no town, or city in the state, with the exception 
of Philadelphia, where the number is exceeded. The 
dwelling houses are generally frame, painted white; but 
there are, however, a number of tasteful, neat, and spa- 
cious brick buildings, which would be ornamental in 
any of our large cities. 

In our Churches we have worship every Sabbath, 
administered by clergymen highly respectable for their 
ministerial qualifications, and as members of society. 
And we have also, nearly every Sabbath, public wor- 
ship, by respectable clergymen of other denominations. 

Our College, from the want of more ample funds, 
for the endowment of Professorships, is not yet in 
full operation.. The Reverend Timothy Alden, Pre- 
sident of the College, has a few students, who  at- 
tend him at his residence in town. The College Li- 
brary is extensive and valuable; but few Colleges in the 
Union have libraries of equal value. It contains about 
eight thousand volumes of well selected books; among 
which are \many rare and valuable works. 


withstanding our legislature has been liberal towards this | 


institution, we sincerely hope it will not suffer it to lan- 
guish for want of further aid—and this I fear must be the 
ease without such aid—as we at present ean see no pos- 
sible mode of putting it into that extensively useful ope- 
ration contemplated in the original design, without the 
further liberality of the state. 

Our Academy is well supplied with-a competent prin- 
cipal, and other respectable teachers. The languages, 
and the various branches of an English education, in- 
cluding the higher branches, as the Mathematics, Natu- 


ral Philosophy, Chemistry, &c. and drawing, are taught 


in the various apartments of the building. We have 
also other highly respectable schools, where the various 
branches of an English education are taught—and our 
Sabbath Schools, so important in forming the characters 
of the young, are well attended, and faithfully conduct- 
ed by the friends of virtue and religion. 

Our Bench and our Bar, for the administration of jus- 
tice, are highly respectable for their virtues and their 
talents—And our Medical department is not without its 
highly respectable and skilful Physicians. And not to 
overlook our Political department—we have two news- 
papers printed in the town, one the advocate of Adams 
and the other of Jackson. 

_ There are about 15 Stores in the town—respectable 
for amount of their capital and their mode of doing bu- 
siness; and we have 10 Taverns, among which are sume 
that for good fare, neatness, taste, and good order, may 
justly vie with the best inns in the Union. 

About 17 Mails carried in stages, and 6 on horseback, 
arrive here and depart weekly; and we have the Phila- 
delphia newspapers on the fifth day-from their date. 


‘The French crack feeder, intended to feed the con.- | 


templated canal from Pittsburgh to Erie, commences at 


Bemus’ mills on the east side of French creek, about | 


two miles north of Meadville—passes through it, and to | 
about six miles below it, where it crosses French creek, | 


and fafls into the valley of the outlet of Conneaut lake, 


and pursues that valley to the summit level, near the | better%idea of the astonishing increase of our beloved 


Conneaut lake. The length of this feeder, which is of 
the same dimensions of the Pennsylvania canal, is about 
22 miles, and lies entirely in this county. The 
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it has been pnt under contract, and nearly the one-half 
is completed, and the remainder to be finished the com- 
ing season. About $250,000 is presumed to be the cost 
of it when completed; and upwards of $100,000 has al- 
ready been expended on it. 

[ have now given, from such sources of information as 
may fairly be relied on for their correctness, an impar- 
tial statement ofthe various objects embraced in it; and 
which, I presume, are sufficiently in detail to answer the 
purposes for which it is intended. But before I close, 
it may not be amiss, perhaps, to add a few words for the 
benefit of persons contemplating a western residence as 
farmers. The brightenmg prospects of this section of 
the state, have much to recommend them to the particu- 
lar attention of farmers east of the mountains, whose 
farms are too small to be divided among their children, 
so as to afford a sufficient quantity to each, for the sup- 
port of a family by farming. 

It possesses all the conveniences and comforts of 
living that are enjoyed east of the mountains. It 
is a healthy and pleasant country to live in, and capable 
of producing in abundance all the productions common 
to the eastern part of the state; and when the canal 
from Lake Erie to Philadelphia shall have been com- 
pleted, they can be placed in the market of that city, at 
arate much more profitable to those who produce them 
than like products east of the mountains can be so 
placed—and for the plainest of all reasons—that the 
lands preducing them can be procured at one-fifth the 
expense of lands of equal quality east of the mountains. 
Very good unimproved lands may be purchased here at 
two dollars to four dollars per acre—depending in a 
great measure, at present, on their particular situa- 
| tions—and well improved farms, at from five dollars 
| to eight dollars per acre. This country is peculiarly 
| udapted to raising of stock. The numerous droves of 
fine horses and cattle taken out of it every season, is 
the best evidence of its fitness for stock; and there is no 
mode of farming so easy and profitable as that of raising 
stock; more particularly ina country like this, where 
grass is produced so abundantly. ‘This section of the 
state must, at no distant day, become a great stock coun- 
try. Emigration to it is rapidly increasing, and no 
doubt the lands will very soon take a rise, and increase 
with the progress of the Pennsylvania canal. Those 
therefore, who are looking to this quarter of the state 
as their future residence, would do well, perhaps, to 
provide themselves with farms, whilst they have a choice 
among the best, and while jive farms may be purchased 
here, for the product of one of equal size and quality 
east of the mountains generally. AndI may with jus- 
tice add, that the product of the sale of one farm ina 
number of the counties near to Philadelphia, would pur- 
chase ten of equal size and quality here. It is confident- 
ly hoped therefore, that this golden opportunity will 
not be neglected by those looking to the west for their 
future residence. M, 

Meadville, Dec. 15, 1 
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REMINISCENCES OF PHILADELPHIA, 
Tur Srovct GENTLEMAN, 
The George Inn, (or Tavern,) kept hy one Michael 
Dennison, an Englishman, at the south-west corner of 
Arch and Second streets, was, at the time, the great 


| rendezvous, for the arrival and departure of the New 
| York and Baltimore mails. 


The sign was but a rough 
painting of St. George, on horseback, trampling over, 
and spearing the Dragon down and through the throat. 
As an inn, it was considered the most stylish, and the 
best kept house, and more resorted to by sujourners, 
(especially Englishmen) and travelling gentlemen, than 
any other in the city; for as yet the splendid hotel had 
not been dreamed of, and probably nothing could give a 


ing 
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| city in wealth and population, than the consideration, 
| that this limited building, as it now stands at the corner, 
without yard or back buildings, should be the centre- 
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point for genteel strangers, foreign and domestic: and | 
as well known through the Continent to the travelling 
public of the time, as Ballston, at the present day— | 
Broadway—-Head’s Mansion House—~Renshaw’s—— | 
Saints’ RKest—or Barnum’s in Baltimore. The range of | 
stables, westward to the alley, and the middle of the | 
street, was usually a busy scene of hubbub, in washing 
‘‘chairs,” currying horses, clatter of hoofs on the peb- 
bled pavement—the interminable sound of the pump 
handle, and shouting from busy hostlers thereabout. — | 
Groups of Gentlemen, (the most conspicuous among | 
whom would be the Landlord,) were frequently to be | 
seen, viewing the points of horses ridden up and down | 
for their inspection, by a well known Horse Fancier | 
from the Emerald Isle, also named Michael, and belong- | 
ing at the time to Dennison’s establishment. He was | 
remarkable for his suavity and good humour in his vo- 
cation, and for an additional display of his white squirrel 
- shaped teeth, while calling the attention of gentlemen, 
to something remarkable about his “fine Hoss.” The 
Porch of the Inn, being elevated a few steps above the 
pavement, on the shady side of the way, was gencrally 
filled with well-dressed gentlemen, lounging in tooth- 
pick attitude, and staring at people passing by. Where 
do you dine’? At the George—was frequently to be 
heard as question and answer. 

But the most remarkable character to be seen about 
the Inn was Michael Dennison himself, usually called fat 
Dennison, the largest, and most probably the heaviest 
man ever seen here, weighing as they said, some four to 
five hundred pounds, and at the same “‘activeas a cat.” 
His large rotundity in front, monstrous round fat jowl, and 
ruddy full moon English face, was the stare of all who 
saw him, also his active movements while giving his di- | 
rections to his subordinates about the premises. He | 
was highly respected by every one as “mine Host.” | 
When sitting, his knees Were just visible to himself, but 
at no other time. 

An odd quarrel, or rather bandying of words, be- | 
tween him and a slender countryman, seated on the top | 
of a wagon load of straw, near the Inn door, is distinctly | 
remembered, as causing great merriment among the | 
lounging people and bystanders. During the dispute | 
about the straw, Dennison compared him to Pharaoh’s 








**Ear, blasted by the east wind,” and thin as his own | 


| 


straw. ‘‘Jonathan’’ retorted with coolness and severity, | 
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The Bank shall with the market join, 
To weep at once—thee, and thy coin; 
Thy guineas ranged in many a pile, 
Shall swell the pride of Britain’s Isle; 
Whilst England’s Bank shall smiling greet, 
The wealth that came from Chestnut street. 
His astonishing bulk, and the limited ships cabins of the 


time, which bore no comparison with the roomy elegance 


of the present day, was the cause of some rough jokes 
on the subject. Rumour with her hundred tongues, 
said, that he arrived safe in the Thames, and moreover, 


| that in his native city of Carlisle, while sitting with his 
family, at the dinner table, he was seized by an apo- 


plexy, and immediately expired. (So ’twas said. ) 


LANG SYNE. 


EXTRACTS 
From a Report on the subject of connecting Manual Labour 
with study—presented to the Trustees of the Philadel- 
phia Manual Labour Academy, at a meeting held Dec. 
llth, 1828. 


A ceneraL View or THE SysTEM wuicn CONNECTS 
Manvuat Lanocurn with Stupy. 

This system, when adopted as a mode of literary dis- 
cipline,is not to be considered a mere theory, recom- 
mending to studious youth a suitable attention to bodily 
exercise. For that has been usually done, however 
small its practical effect. Nor does it contemplate a 
systematic pursuit of all, or of any of the manual arts. 
It is not intended to form complete farmers or mecha- 
nics, although this result may incidentally occur, and 
may in some cases be considered a desirable object.— 
But the great end proposed, is to cultivate the mind, to 


develope its faculties in the best manner and at the same* 


time to preserve such a vigor of constitution as to ena- 
ble the student to serve by his attainments, the most ef- 
fective practical purposes. Bodily labour is incorpora- 
ted with study syslematically, because without system 
nothing valuable is effected. Without it, labour is sel- 
dom performed, and when performed is seldom placed 
to any good account. The radical’principle embraced 


| in the system is, that the recreation of the student shall 


be fixed and regular, certain portions of time daily being 
set apart for that purpose; and that it shall be of such 


. ; “scripti to afford him some profit and 
and among other things compared him to an elephant | ® description as to afford 1 aw a degree 


without his trunk. Being both out of the reach of each 
other, the countryman, (being obliged, occasionally, 


leisurely off, cracking his whip by the way, and sendin 


to push up his hat, which, being too large for his head, | 


> | 


would settle down over his eye-brows,) at last moved 


of permanent pleasure. The system with these essen- 
tial features, admits a variety of modifications, The 
manual employment may be exclusively, either agricul- 
tural, horticultural or mechanical, or it may embrace 
each of them in part or the whole together. That 


& | which has been pursued at the Theological Seminary of 
back his Parthian replies, until out of hearing, each one | ead ee ba e 
eridecing shouts.of laughter, joined im, ccmatanes, by Maryville, Tennessee, and that of the Oneida Academy 


the opponent himself. 

Dennison afterwards sold out, he having realized, 
(they said) £5000 after paying all his debts. The cir- 
cumstance of his being about to sail to England in the | 
‘Pigou,’ and of his drawing this money in guineas, out of | 
“The Bank,” caused much conversation, and the follow- 
ing verses in Oswald’s paper: 





LINES ON MicuakrLt Dennison. 


His bulk increased by ale and venison, 

Alas! we soon must lose good Dennison. 
City of Penn! his loss deplore, 

Altho’ with pain his bulk you bore! 

Michacl farewell! Heaven speed thy course, 
Saint George take with thee and thy horse; 
But to our hapless City kind, 

The watchful Dragon leave behind. 

Michael! your wealth and full spread frame, 

Shall publish Pennsylvania’s fame, 
Soon as the planks beneath you crack, 
The market shall be hung with black. 

Michael! her stores might sure content ye, 
In Britain, none boast greater plenty, — 


i 





| which this country requires. 


in the state of New York is confined chiefly to the cul- 
tivation of the soil. The plans of recreation formed by 
societies of students at Middlebury and at Andover are 
mechanical. The exercises however at these places 
are not incorporated with the. institutions, but were in- 
troduced by private and voluntary associations for the 


| sake of promoting health. 


The Fellenburg school may be considered a complete 
system, combining with study all the useful arts and 
forming an encyclopedia for the education of youth.— 
The object of this education was different from that 
It was intended generally 
to fit youth for the common occupations of life, the arts 
they pursue being a principal attainment, and without 
aiming at a liberal education. 


No Caance 1s CONTEMPLATED IN THE ORDINARY 
Course oF Srcpry. 


“In this respect the Manual Labour School does not 
differ from other classical schools. With them it may 
receive all the improvements, which the experience of 
the world and modern ingenuity are capable of recom- 
mending, but its object is not to change or modify any 
part of the usual literary course. It commences where 


~sohRai 


pam pitas ei, Lo? 





an English education leaves off, ae previous to this s| 
period the connection of labour with study, as far as re- | 
quisite, can generally be man: ged by parents at home. | 

The extent to which instruction may be carried, will | 
depend on the endowments of the Institution, and the | 
number of instructorsemployed. It will naturally em- 
brace the studies of the three years usually spent in 
preparing for the Freshman class in college. Oritmay, 
as grammar schools often do, furnish instruction for the 
two succeeding years, and fit young men for the junior | 
class. If this could be done, it might be a convenient | 
arrangement for students, in those years when they are 
not yet prepared to avail themselves of the peculiar be- 
nefits afforded in a college, and when they are usually 
instructed by young, inexperienced men. Here they | 
might enjoy perhaps better instruction at a much cheap- | 
er rate. 

While on this topic, permit me to offer a suggestion 
with regard to the organization of the higher semina- 
ries. Mightthey not be rendered more useful, if they 
admitted none below the junior class, in age and attain- 
ments? <A few eminent instructors would then be suffi- 
cient and government would be comparatively simple 
and easy, for the sdciety, would be composed of men and 
not boys. On the other hand the familiar and parental 
method of treatment of which grammar schools are sus- 
ceptible, seems to me vastly better suited to form the 
moral habits and discipline the youthful mind. The si- 
tuation of a boy ina college, as it usually is, I consider 
one of the most dangerous situations in which he can be 
placed. He has the opportunity of learning vice and 
infidelity in an awfully ripe state, and is out of the reach 
of any immediate and direct moral influence. These 
evils would be greatly diminished by a system of manual 
labour, which it is hoped will soon be adopted i in every 
college and every professional school. But it must be- 
gin in the more elementary schools, otherwise it cannot 
be easily introduced as a general thing, into those of a} 
higher grade. It should be incorporated with the early 
habits of the student and should be continued long 
enough to render it easy and pleasant.” 


Tue PLAN OF THE PHILADELPHIA Manvuat Lanpovur 
ACADEMY. 


I propose now to exhibit in brief detail, the particu- 
lar plan contemplated by the Association which you re- 
present. It should be kept steadily in view that your 
primary ebject is to educate young men for the ministry 
and that even when you admit others who do not avow 
this design, you aim at the same general object, by in- 
stilling into their minds the principles of virtue and piety, 
and thus preparing them for eminent usefulness, whether 
as gospel ministers, as statesmen, physicians, or school | 
masters. To bring them under such an influence it is 
necessary to found an institution with ample means of | 
instruction in the branches of literature proper to be 
taught. ‘Thenin order to carry into effect the Manual 

Labour System, you will have as the principle ingre- 
dient in the foundation, a farm of such a size as will | 
furnish enough of all kinds of produce for the necessary | 
consumption of the occupants. On this foundation you | 
will projecta variety of employments, such as garden- | 
ing, joiner-work, and any other kind of business which | 
may be found convenient and profitable. Some reasons | 
may be urged, as they have been, in favour of particular | 
arts,to the exclusion of farming. But your plan df- | 
pears preferable for the following reasons. 

1. It is not desirable that the institution should be | 
much involved in traffic, which must be the case if it | 
were chiefly occupied in arts which did not directly sup- 
ply its wants. 

2. Itis desirable that such arts should be cultivated as | 
will be generally useful to the students in after life, and 
with which many of them may have been previously ac- 
quainted. 

3. If any particular art should be selected on account 
of the extraordinary profit which it would afford, there 


| veyance of its materi 
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| ed may be more thoroughly taught. 
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would of course, be competition from other quarters, 
which would soon cut off this profit, and leave the insti- 
tution without resource. Whereas, if farming be car- 
ried on to a considerable extent it will afford a sort of 
permanent independence, the essentials of a subsist- 
ence will be made sure. As the concerns of such an 
institution must, in any case, require teams for the con- 
us and productions, the cultivation 
of land to the extent to which these can be employed, 

will be.a very small additional expense. Farming will 
afford employment at all seasons for a number of hands, 


| and if a considerable detachment of the corps, be occu- 
| pied in mechanics, these may too, in seasons of particu- 
| lar pressure, render uscful aid on the farm. 


If it be 
asked how much Jand is necessary’ ‘The answer must 
depend on contingencies—on the number of students 
Ww hich you design to accommod: ute, and on the propor- 
tion of’ them that you would employ in agriculture.— 
Yetthere is no difficulty; ; if the farm should be larger 
than the students would cultivate, the cultivation by 
— assistance would be profitable to the Institution.- 

I suppose that about 100 acres of arable Jand could be 
tilled with advantage by 30 students and would yield 
produce enough for 60. The experiment made by the 
Oneida Academy would justify th‘s calculation. 


Tae Location, Burtpines, &e. 


The place should be healthy—the reasons are suffi- 
ciently obvious. The soil should be of a good quality, 
capable of affording a liberal reward to the cultivator. 
The proximity of mills, a church, &c. may be worthy of 
consideration. The character of the neighbouring $0- 
ciety may be regarded,.but yet it is of less consequence 
than might appear at first view. The families and stu- 
dents of the school should form a society both pleasant 
and profitable within themselves, and the students will 
have little leisure to mingle much with others. It is to 
»e hoped too, that their moral influence would be sensi- 
bly felt in the neighbouring places. Commercial ad- 
vantages are desirable, if they can be had consistent] 
with more important considerations, such as health, 
quietness, sufficient ground for cultivation, and cheap- 
ness of accommodations and style of living. These things 
being properly weighed, will determine how near the 
city the place ought to beselected. Buildings should be 
provided for two families of Professors with some room 
for the entertainment of strangers. Students’ dormitories 
should be so numerous as that each shall not contain 
more than two occupants. It will be necessary to have 
for the school a dining room and a recitation reom. 
Shops should also be provided to an indefinite extent. 
Besides farming utensils, and some for carpenter work, 
there should be procured several sets of bench tools. 
One bench might accommodate two individuals. 

Stock for the farm, consisting of horses, cows, hogs, 


| &c. must in the first instance be provided. 


INTERNAL ORGANIZATION . 


In order to conduct the plan, even on the smallest 
scale, there should be two professors, so that in the ab- 


| sence of one, the other should be on the ground, and 


that the different branches of instruction by being divid- 
It is requisite that 
they should be good scholars and practical instructors 
and that they should be acquainted with manual labour, 
that they may in every respect be useful to their pupils. 
Unless they are acquainted with the business of farming, 
much loss and expense must be sustained in that depart- 
ment. Two professors thus qualified, may be able tocon 
| ductan extensive establishment, by the aid of tutors and 
tempcrary assistants, in the department of instruction, 
as well as in those of agriculture and the mechanic arts, 

The students in their studies, may be classed accord- 
ing to their attainments, and the same principle may be 
observed with regard to their exercise. 

Reasonable charges may be made for their tution, fuel, 
light, washing, room, &c. unless so far as these expenses 
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may be covered by the, avails of labour. There should 
be in the institution a Registrar or accountant, acquaint- 
ed with practical book keeping, who shall keep an accu- 
rate account of all its incomes and expenditures. 

The instructors with their families may receive board, 


in kind, the same as that of the students, providing at | 
their own expense whatever they require more. This | 


Board, with their house rent, and the fees of the stu- 
dents, will probably be an adequate compensation; 
which, however, will be ascertained and regulated by 
the Trustees. 

1 shall close this report by adding 


A STATEMENT OF THE GENERAL ADVANTAGES OF THE 
SYSTEM. 


1. Itis economical. This is so obvious from its -~pro- 
minent and characteristic features, that it needs no proof, 
since it is self-evident that labour is more productive 
than idleness. But besides it is rendered still more eco- 
nomical by being extended so as to embrace a large 
number who are engaged in the same pursuits. The 
expense of each individual decreases with the increase 
of the whole number. 


2. It will afford superior advantages for improvement 
chiefly from the circumstance just mentioned of its being 
placed on a large scale. The mutual improvement of 
students under proper regulations, is greater where they 
are associated in a large number than ina small. The 
abundance and variety of their subjects of conversation 
are increased; there is a wider field of observation upon 
human character, and the stimulusto effort and the 
sphere of action, like that ofa little commonwealth is 
increased. 


3. The characters of young men will be tried. The 


characters of youth, either as to intellect or moral habits | 
ave often for years unknown to others, and even to | 
They are known only in some particular | 


themselves. 
branches of study, for which perhaps they have a pecu- 


liar taste or aversion. ‘Their capacities, in other re- | 
spects, are yet to be developed, and will often exhibit a | 


character very unlike what was anticipated. The ad- 
vantage which this system possesses is, that by different 


employments which occupy nearly the whole time of | 
the student, having numerous companions and coming | 


into frequent interview with his instructors, he will in 
the midst of all these circumstances, exhibit so many 
points, that some correct idea may be formed of his 
character. 

4. More young men of worth will be educated. It 


will bring forward numbers who have hitherto been | 


kept back either by a want of resources, or by an aver- 
sion to the indolent or licentious habits, so often acquired 
in seminaries of learning—it will bring forward young 


men of genius and enterprise from the obscurity of indi- | 


gence, and will induce plain men in moderate circum- 


stances to give tbeir sons a better education and render , 


them more useful. Sec Dr. Alexander’s Letter.* 

5. It will promote an independent and enterprising spi- 
rit. It will exert this influence, either on the sons of 
wealth who would otherwise be enervated by luxury 
or on indigent youth, who might otherwise lean upon 
charity and acquire a habit of mean and servile depen- 
dence. 


6. It will directly promote piety. Its leading feature 
will have this tendency, and this subject will no doubt 
be always kept in view by its annual guardians and its 
immediate conductors. Although the study of piety 
will not be the prmcipal employment, yet this will be 
the cardinal point to which all other departments will 
have their ultimate reference, and to which they will be 
made subservient. 

7. The plan is adapted to form the best characters. 
By the variety of employment, all the faculties of ‘body 
and mind may be most successfully developed, and by 





* See Register, vol. IT. p. 257. 
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its moral and religious influence, it may inculcate the 
purest and most elevated principles of mora! rectitude. 
| By these advantages combined, we may anticipate the 
| formation of the most excellent and useful characters. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN MONTEITH, Agent. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 11, 1828. 





‘Three thousand six hundred and twenty-three pa- 
tients have been under the care of the Dispensary, since 
last report, to wit, from December 1827 to December 
1828— 








Remaining from last year - - - - 34 
Admitted since last year - - - - 3589 
3623 
Of whom the number recovered is 3450 
Relieved - - - - - 26 
Died - - - - - - 68 
Discharged, irregular and uncertain 37 
| Removed - - - - - 17 
Remaining under care~ - - - 25 
: 3623 
| RECEIPTS. 
| Balance in the Treasurer’s hands, Decem- 
ber, 1827 ere lags ferme ow SEBS 
| Since which time he has received— 
| Inannualcontributions - - - - 455 90 
| Interest on bonds and mortgages” - - 240 86 
| Dividends on United States Bank Stock 351 77 
| Do. onbankstock - - + 20900 
| Dividends on Schuylkill Permanent Bridge 
stock : - - - - - 20 00 


House rent, including proportion of income 
on Real Estate, bequeathed by James Wills 465 00 








Ground Rents ~ - - - - 105 00 
| Principal of bond of Israel Jacobs paid in 80 00 
Do. of Southern Dispensary ‘- - 1000 00 
| Legacy of John Grandom, deceased, nett 
amount - - - - - - 1532 18 
| Amount received under the will of Dr. Chas. 
Brown, deceased, from the administrator, 
on account of dividends on bank stock 267 O07 
Cash borrowed of Joseph M. Paul, to meet 
the engagements of the institution 220 00 
| Donation from Edward Needles - . 10 00 
} 
$4863 09 
EXPENDITURES. 
_ Howse expenses - - - - - $460 58 
| Medicines, &c. - - - - - 1315 18 
Repairs at Dispensary and water rent - 195 28 
Apothecary’s salary - - - - 400 00 
Taxes and repairsin Zane street - - 57 ST 
Books and stationary - - - : 29 50 
Paid for United States Stock - - 2400 00 
Balance remaining in Treasurer’s hands 4 99 
$4863 09 


In submitting the annual account of patients, with a 
| statement of receipts and payments, the managers would 
| remark that the usefulnes of the Institution has been 

rarely, if ever, more conspicuous than during the last 


'year. On the western side of the city an unusual degree. 


_ of sickness prevailed, especially in the autumnal months, 


|a time disqualified from earning the means of support, 
| have not only been administered unto for their recovery, 
but by the timely and efficient aid of the Dispensary, 
were kept above permanent dependence, a condition 
into which they wou!d no doubt otherwise have fallen. 

The patrons of these effectual charities ought there- 
| fore to be gratified, under a conviction of the benefits 
they have hitherto conferred, and encouraged to conti- 





nue their support towards them, in the belief that they 
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may in future be a providential means of imparting suc- | 
cour to the sick and the afflicted. | 

The annual contributions, donations, and legacies of | 
the charitable, will be received as usual, by the Trea- 
surer, Joseph M. Paul. No. 316 Mulbervy street—at the | 
Dispensary, in Fifth-between Chesnut and Walnut sts. | 
—and by all the Managers. 

Published by direction of the Board of Managers. 

WM. WHITE, President. 
Caspar Wistar, Secretary. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 13, 1828. 





Damask Table Linen.—Mr. Hamilton Stewart, of Pitts- 
burg, hascommenced the manufacture of Damask Table 
Linen; the Stateman, of that city observes, that ‘the | 
Table Cloths are extremely neat, and whiat is of equal 
importance, they are very cheap, and of a texture that 
willinsure service and durability. In weaving the cloth, 
the threads are so arranged and managed, that almost 
any figure, name, or letters can be made to appear in 
full view upon the surfate.” 





} 
| 
| TABLE, | 
Showing the number of Justices of the Peace living in each 


County of the State, from the report of a committee of 
the Legislature in 1824. 





1. Adams 45 | 28. Lehigh 32 | 
2. Allegheny 60 | 29. Luzerne 45 | 
3. Armstrong 25 | 30. Lycoming 53 | 
4. Beaver 43 | 31. McKean 8 | 
5. Bedford 52 | 32. Mercer 31 | 
6. Berks 87 | 33. Mifflin 55 
7. Bradford 40 | 34. Montgomery 3 
8. Bucks 59 | 35. Northampton 65 
9. Butler 31} 36. Northumberland 3 

10. Cambria 12 | 37. Philadelphia Co. 66 
11. Centre 42 | 38. Perry 34 | 
12. Chester 71 | 3S9. Pike 14 











13. Clearfield 14 | 40. Potter 4 
14. Columbia oF | 41. Somerset 46 
15. Crawford 32 | 42. Susquehanna 22 | 
16. Cumberland 66 -| 43. Schuylkill 26 
17. Dauphin 39 | 44. Tioga 20 
18. Delaware 18 | 45. Union aa 
19. Erie 51 | 46. Venango 19 | 
20. Fayette 54 | 47. Warren 11} 
21. Franklin 60 | 48. Washington 90 | 
22. Greene 35 | 49. Wayne 17 | 
23. Huntingdon 59. | 50. Westmoreland 60 | 
24. Indiana 23 | 51. York © 3 | 
25. Jefferson 4 —— 
26. Lancaster 90 | 2108 
27. Lebanon S4 
Of whom were appointed by Gov. Mifflin between | 
1791 and 1793 . - ‘ < 30 
1794 and 1796 ° = ‘i 30 
1797 and 1799 . . . . 64 
— 1294 
By Governor McKean between 
1800 and 1802 - - - - 47 
1803 and 1805 ; he ice, “ae 
1806 and 1808 - . . - 151 
— 255 | 
By Governor Snyder between 
1809 and 1811 - > - - 150 
1812and1814 - - . . 193 | 
1815 and 1817 - - - - 230 
—- 573 | 


By Governor Findlay between 





iSeed i690. -..- +. - 432. | 
By Governor Hiester between 
183i and. 1893. - = - Cte 724 | 
Total : - - ° , 2108 


ag 





| port is Lumber. 
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TAXABLES OF WAYNE COUNTY, 1828. 





Township of Scott - ; ° - 44 
Preston - - : - 50 
Buckingham - - - 40 
Manchester - - ° 4:2 
Damascus - - : 128 
Lebanon - - - 58 
Mount Pleasant in ~- * S29 
Canaan - - - - 187 
Dyberry - - - 232 
Berlin - - - -- 37 
Palmyra - oe =a 76 
Salem - - - - 117 
Sterling - - - 84 

Borough of Bethany - - - 59 

1381 


Which at the calculation that one-fifth of the popula- 
tion. are taxables, would give 6905 inhabitants. In 
1520 this county contained 4127 inhabitants. 


Taxables in 1814 551 Increase. 
1821 979 428 
1828 1381 402 
Being at the rate of 77 2-3 per cent. from 1814 to 1521 
And of 41 do. 1821 to 1828 


Or an average of 593 per cent. for 14 years. 

The gentleman who furnished us with the above table, 
states, in reply to an inquiry on that subject—that 
Wayne county possesses no Jron Works, although it con- 
tains abundance of Jron Ore; its principal article of ex- 
We are happy to learn from him that 


' , . . .- . . . . 
Ke is engaged in compiling a work, which is intended 


to embrace the topography, geology, and botany, of 
Wayne County, together with such other information as 
may be deemed useful respecting that county. The 


| work will contain 14 maps, the plates of which are in 
| the hands of an.engraver in -this city, and nearly com- 
| pleted—it will be published in the course of the winter. 


We hope his example will be imitated by gentlemen in 


| other counties; it is from those who reside in the inte- 
| rior, that we must expect to be furnished with the most 


correct information of that section of the state. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR, 


Thomas Tomkins 2 

Robert Cooper 

George W. Williams § 

Henry Benner—Superintendent of the Southern Dis- 
trict. 

James Houston—Superintendent of the Northern Dis- 
trict. 

John Norvell—City Clerk. 

John Goodin 2) qyre of . 

Philip Worn § Clerks of the High street Market. 


City Commissioners. 


John Carlisle, Clerk of Second street market. 

Samuel Paylor, Clerk of Broad street market. 

John McLean, 7 ‘ ea 

James W. Hutchinson, ¢ High Constables. 

William Barger—Captain of the Nightly Watch. 

Jacob Zeller—Lieutenant of the Nightly Watch. 

Benjamin Duncan—Corder at the Drawbridge. 

William Ogden—Deputy Corder at the Drawbridge. 

William Stephens—Collector of the Water Rents. 

John Trout—Collector of the City Taxes for Upper 
Delaware and North Mulberry Wards. 

Jobn Hoskins—Collector for Lower Delaware and 
South Mulberry Wards. 

Ennion Williams—Collector for High street Ward. 

William Bozorth—Collector for North Ward. 

William Davis— Collector for Chestnut Ward. 
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Danl. M‘Curdy, Collector for Middle Ward. 


William P. Smith—Collector for Walnut and South 
Wards. 
David McClure—Collector fur Dock Ward. 
Robert Miles—Collector for Locust Ward. 
Saml. Reed—Collector for Pine & N. Market Wards. 
Thomas Black—Collector for Cedar Ward. 
David C. Skerrett, M. D. Vaccinating Physician of | 
the Northern District. 
William C. Brewster, M. D. Vaccinating Physician | 
for the Southern District. 
John K. Kane, Esq. Attorney and Solicitor for the | 
Corporation. 
_ John Collins, Mayor’s Clerk. 


SPRING GARDEN. 
At a mecting of a number of citizens of the district 
of Spring Garden, held on Tuesday, the 16th inst. at 


‘the public house of Daniel Newman, a copy of the fol- 


Harrisburg, was presented to the meeting, and read, giz: 
‘Yo the Honorable the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

The Memorial of the Mayor, Aldermen and citizens 
of Philadelphia, respectfully sheweth— 

That for the purpose of affording a constant supply 
of pure and wholesome water to the city of Philadel- 
phia, and the neighbouring districts, your memorialists 
have at a great expense, erected works at Fair Mount in 
the county of Philadelphia, and have also purchased a 
considerable quantity of ground immediately surround- 
ing the works to protect them from injury. 

The importance of these works to the health and | 
prosperity of the city and the several incorporated dis- | 
tricts, and their successful operations your memorialists 
do not deem it necessary to enlarge upon at this time. | 

To protect these from injury, is the just duty of your 
memorialists, and the legislature at their last session, ex- 
pressed their approbation of the efforts of your-memo- 
rialists and their sense of the valuable character of these 
improvements. By the passage of an act to protect the 
property of the Mayor, Aldermen and gitizens of Phila- | 
delphia at Fair Mount, and the purity of the Schuylkill | 
water. The.law was made salutary in its provisions, but | 
your memorialists are compelled to ask you for legisla- | 
tive interference to prevent another evil (not provided 
for by it,) that of having streets, lanes and roads laid | 
out and opened through the heart of these works and | 
property. 

The danger and injury resulting from such a proceed- 
ing, would be almost incalculable, and need no illustra- 
tion from your memorialists. 

Your memorialists therefore humbly pray your honor- | 
able bodies to pass such laws as in your wisdom ycu may | 
deem expedient to prevent the laying out or opening | 
any street, road, lane, court or alley, over or through any | 
part of the property of the Mayor, Aldermen and citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, situate at Fair Mount, and iying 
between the Northern line of the Upper Ferry road and | 
the southern line of Francis street, and between the | 
Western line of John street and the river Schuylkill at | 
low water mark, in the district of Spring Garden, in the 
county of Philadelphia. And your memorialists will 
ever pray, &c. G. M. DALLAS, Mayor. 

JOHN M. SCOTT, 
President of Select Council. 

J. M. LINNARD, 
President of Common Council. | 

Whereupon, the following resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of three citizens, con- 
sisting of Charles Souder, James Benner, and John 
Chamberlain, be appointed by this meeting, whose duty 
it shall be to wait upon Lawrence Shuster, Esq. Presi- 
dent of the Board of Commissioners of the District of 
Spring Garden, in order to ascertainfrom him whether 
the said Board have adopted suitable measures whereby 
te counteract the fatal effects which will result to this 


lowing Memorial, received from our representative at 


} 
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| district from the passage of any act of the Legislature, 


founded en the memonal now before them, from the 
‘‘Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of the city of Phila- 
delphia,” relative to the disposition of the propeity 
claimed by the city at Fair Mount; and that the above 
appointed committee be authorized to call a general 
meeting of the citizens on the subject, if necessary. 
Resolved, That Michael Riter, Esq. the immediate 


| member from this district, be instructed, and that the 


other members of the county of Philadelphia, be re- 
quested to oppose every act reported to the legislature, 
which should in any manner tend to carry ihto effect the 
objects of the said memorial. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
published in the American Sentinel, Philadelphia Ga- 
zette, National Gazette, and Poulson’s American Daily 
Advertiser. CHARLES SOUDER, Chairman. 

Peter F. Frirez, Sec’ry. 





AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION. 
Lancaster county, Nov. 5, 1828, 

An agricultural association was formed in this county 
during the last winter, which offered three premiums 
of different amount for the first, second, and third 
largest quantity of merchantable Indian corn, to be 
made from five acres of land; meadow land of every de- 
scription was excluded, The premiums have recently 
been awarded as follows: 52 barrels and 4 bushels took 
the first; 52 barrels 1 bushel and 2 pecks took the se- 
cond; and 43 barrels the third. Our season was very 
unfavourable to the growth of Indian corn, being exceed- 
ingly dry. The second prize was raised on high forest 
land, and encountered severe drought Our most judi- 
cious farmers believe, from this experiment, that from 
fourteen to fifteen barrels can be raised per acre, and 
that our high forest land; when improved, is the most 
certainand perhapsthe most productive land. 4m.Far. 





January 3.—Early yesterday morning, a heavy Snow 
storm commenced and continued till the afternoon, co- 
vering the ground to the depth of about 4 or 5 inches 
on a level—weather moderate—sleighs running. This 
is the first fall of snow of any consequence, that we have 
had this winter. The weather thus far through the sea 
son has been unusually mild and pleasant, excepting a 
few cold days in November, on two of which there were 
slight falls of snow—both rivers have remained open 
thus far—ice brought into the city on the 30th ult. twa 
inches thick, 





The following is the amount of duties paid by the un- 
dernamed Auctioneers, for the last quarter. 


Allen & Co. - - . - - $9045 18 
Jennings, - - - - - 7812 26 
Gillingham, - - - - - 7267 30 
Ford, - - - . - - 5113 17 
| Lippincott; - - - - - 5039 49 
Graham, _—_ - - - - - - 2536 61 
Thomas, - - - - - - 1406 4S 
Richards, - - - - - - 1278 36 
| Freeman, - - - - . . A475 45 
Grant, - - - - - - 369 32 
Riter, . - ~ - - - 65 560 
Wolbert, . - - - - - 56 49 


Goodwin, 


- - 7 05 

40,472 67 

Norr.—The principal articles sold by the Messrs. 
Freemans, &c. are not dutiable. 
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